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These Considerations 


/ HE SEEDS OF THE FUTURE lie in the past, we’re told. If so, what 
has happened can tell us what’s ahead. The astrological highlight of 
1997 is clearly 4 ¢ K on February 16th. This regular 13-14 year 
conjunction has been connected by the English astrologer, Charles 
Harvey with “the growth and awakening of human consciousness and 
the purposeful extension and transcendence of horizons.” We've been looking 
back through the ephemeris and history to identify consistent happenings. 
Since 1803 4 o K has been Tepeating itself in the same six Signs: it fell in 
+ in the years 1803, 1886 and 1969; it was in in 1817, 1900 and 1983; in aw 
in 1831, 1914 and now in 1997; the conjunction fell in T in 1845 and 1927/28; 
it was in 0 in 1858 and 1941; and it was in G in 1872 and 1955. The current 
cycling, which really began with the 5 ¢ in 1858, is a mixture, four positive 
and two negative Signs are involved. The prior twenty-four conjunctions, those 
occurring between 1513 and 1845, like the thirty-two that formed between the 
years 146 and 588, occurred only in the six positive Signs—the first of these 
periods began with the Reformation and covered the settling of the American 
continent and the establishment of the United States; the earlier one saw the 
expansion and collapse of the Roman Empire, as well as the ascendance and 
spread of Christianity. By contrast the conjunctions from 490-76 BC, which 
saw Greek civilization peak, and those between 809 and 1168 AD, which relate 
to the Norse expansion, occurred only in the six negative Signs. The other peri- 
ods, 76 BC-146 AD, 601-809 (Islam expansion), 1181-1500 (tise of universi- 
ties, Ghengiz Khan, 100-years war) and the present one which began in 1858, 
with Darwin’s Origin of the Species and the appearance of the Blessed Virgin 
at Lourdes, and continues throughout all of the next century, are mixtures. 
These varying Positive/negative emphases relate to major changes in direction. 
Recent  o \s in «« have wielded a two-edged sword. The last four were in 
1665, 1748, 1831 and 1914. In the first of these years, Newton invented calcu- 
lus and discovered gravity. 1748 was the start of the Enlightenment, the same 
year that Euler dramatically advanced analytical mathematics. In 1831 Fara- 
day discovered electromagnetic induction and Darwin first embarked on the 
Beagle. And in 1914 Einstein postulated his General Theory, the first success- 
ful heart surgery (on a dog) occurred, and Alexander Graham Bell made the 
first transcontinental Phone call, from New York to San Francisco. These par- 
ticular 4 ¢ K years certainly did bring intellectual advances 
Just as consistent though has been the environment (the Sign) within which 
these intellectual advances took place, the underside of recent 4 ¢ \Ks in w - 
1665 was the year of the Great Plague in London, in 1748 diphtheria was a 
major problem, 1831 saw cholera epidemic throughout Europe, and 1914 had 
the start of World War I with its coincident tetanus epidemic in the trenches. 
As we persist in reminding readers, there should have been some empirical 
rationale for +’s centuries-long association with =<, 
All in all, during 1997 one can expect to ‘live in interesting times.’ For 
now, enjoy Considerations’ current offerings. 


The Seven Princesses 


GRAZIA MIRTI 


Translated from the Italian by Julianne Evans 


FTER READING Hamlet’s Mill by Giorgio de Santillana 

and Hertha von Dechend, the exactitude of the authors’ 

thought appears more strongly apparent to me, that is, Myth 

has a universal value which can be expressed in different 

ways and at different times anywhere the world, but with 
similar content. 

Last year I came across an Iranian poem of the 13th century, with the 
apparently innocent title, The Seven Princesses. While reading it, my in- 
terest became more and more aroused as I began to realise that it dealt 
with the seven planets of traditional astrology, and that the poet, Nezami, 
had given it an entirely cosmogonic composition. To each one of the seven 
planets he had dedicated a series 
of stories, different to those we 
already know through Greek 
and Classical tradition but just 
as important, and confirming 
once again the universality of 
Myth. 

The 'great' Nezami probably 
lived from 1141 to 1204, for 
most of the time in his birth- 
place, Ganjé, which is now in 
the region of Azerbaijan. We 
are in the age of the Concordat 
of Worms, the Crusades, Fre- 
derick Barbarossa and the 
question concerning the 'Investi- 
ture Controversy’ between the 
Pope and the Emperor. A few 
years earlier the Order of the 
Knights Templar, those myste- 
rious knights, keepers of a 
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magical and mystical power, had been founded. 

In Byzantium, 'gateway' to the Orient, military and especially eco- 
nomic structures of the Empire were slowly but unceasingly falling to 
pieces. The foundation of the Russian Orthodox Church took place at the 
same time, through the conversion of the Slavs to Christianity. While 
Western Europe seemed permeated by monasticism, the remains of a 
study tradition filtered through the customs of the Greek, Roman and 
Latin classics, the Persians, Arabs and Turks advanced relentlessly. 

The Western attitude appears absurd, inexplicable, chaotic and disor- 
ganised (the profoundly esoteric effect of the Piscean Age) to a present 
day critical analysis. But History always repeats itself and between 1096 
and 1215 the first large-scale persecutions of the Jews took place, under 
the accusation of profaning the host and shedding blood, these offences 
given form by the expression " ritual homicide ". 

It is the time of Richard Lionheart and, a short time after, of the sign- 
ing of the Magna Carta, while in Japan it is the period of the powerful 
Shogun and the celebrated Genghis Khan. 

Western poetic compositions of the time are mainly inspired by precise 
monastic rules. As an example I will cite Onorio di Autun, or "the loner", 
of the mystical lines softly coloured by astral knowledge: “If we attribute 
A to the Moon, B to Mercury, C to Venus, D to the Sun, E to Mars, F to 
Jupiter and G to Saturn, one immediately finds the measure of music, 
waves uncovering seven tones from the Earth to the Jirmament. From the 
Earth to the Moon is a tone, from the Moon to Mercury, a semitone, 
from Mercury to Venus, a semitone, and from there to the Sun three 
semitones .... waves the philosophers Jeigned nine muses, because from 
Earth to Heaven nine consonances gather, that men will discover natu- 
rally innate in themselves”. 

Again, by the same author: “The Celebration of the Birth of the Vir- 
gin derives from the custom of the Gentiles to bear candles in hand 
during the celebration. It was decided it should be celebrated in Febru- 
ary, in which the sign of Aquarius falls, because the opposite sign is 
Leo, being 6 signs to 6 Opposite ones, amongst them... two were the 
doors of heaven, one in the sign of Cancer where the souls went out, and 
the other, through which they returned, in the sign of Capricorn...” 

Here, the study of the stars made fascinating, sparkling and ironic by 
Nezami, becomes monastic, closed, rigidly inspired by a theological vi- 
sion. It is the time of Albertus Magnus, born 1193, destined to refute 
Averroe and to fight against the University organisation. The idea of St. 
Ambrose, associating the seven planets with the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
also arises in the same period. The great theological compromise with as- 
trology really comes about in the West in the 12th century, when Spain 
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and southern Italy make the works of the great Ptolemy and Abu Ma Sar 
known. 

Another contemporary of Nezami is St Dominic (Domingo de Guz- 
man), who inspired the " nine ways to pray", which might chill us modern 
Uranians, unaccustomed as we are to gazing upon the heavens. 

So in Europe the great myths appear to be wiped out or filtered 
through forms of religious fanaticism, restrictive to free personal creativ- 
ity and thought. The basic universality of myth. tended to be cancelled out 
by ideological wars, lacking in open-mindedness. Instead, in the Seven 
Princesses of Nezami it is stroked, blandished, cultivated and preserved. 
It invokes Allah the Prophet, colouring his political structure with relig- 
ious spirit but always leaving free expression to the imagination. 

Nezami was not a scientist-astronomer such as Ptolemy or Abu Sa 
Mar but capable nonetheless of illustrating the Cosmos in a magical 
fresco, transposing the Greek Myths with admirable style. We are dealing 
with, affirm the experts, the greatest narrator in Classic Persian literature 
—the Azerbaijan area was under strong Turkish cultural influence and, 
moreover, the poet's mother was Turkish and his "dearest pale wife" 
Credit. 

Orphaned while still a boy, Nezami was versed in music, medicine and 
astronomy, all inseparably tied to astrology. A Sunni Muslim, he often 
expressed contempt for mystic exaggeration, respecting principles without 
overemphasising them. 

The Seven Princesses is the fourth poem in a series of five, also among 
which is one of particular renown, Lei and Mann, described as 'the most 
popular love-story in all the Islamic Orient’. 

Experts recognise the legend of Alexandria and the Koran as among 
the fonts of inspiration. The poet reaches the point of comparing poetry to 
prophesy. "As soon as the solitude of God was moved by the worlds cre- 
ated, the first thing to appear was the word". A word which assumes 
symbolic, religious, poetic, historic, ethnographic meanings and, as we 
will see, lends itself wonderfully to the concept of the translation of Uni- 
versal Myths. 

The most important character in the Seven Princesses is the King 
Bahram Gur, who has seven pavilions built in the garden of his Persian 
palace, one for each of his seven brides, to whom he goes every evening of 
a week—a week that symbolises his entire life. 

Two things shape the structure of the poem: on one hand, the study of 
Man in connection with divine right and, on the other, a purely astrologi- 
cally symbolic one. One must remember that it is a courtly period, the 
concept of predestination not yet in conflict with religious Power, and it is, 
anyway, a period under cheerful philosophic analysis on the part of 
Nezami. 
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This is the important point, the confirmation of the universality of 
myth, no longer in its primitive expressions but through content and 
meaning saturated by the symbols used, by their allegories and imagina- 
tive representations. The validity of Archetypes over the fallacious means 
of prevision and investigation in the hands of the astrologers, imperfect 
interpreters in all ages, is demonstrated here. 

The Islamic planning, which recognises pleasure as a positive and 
harmonious element in human life, is much more ‘favoured, in respect of 
the typically sad and medieval ascetic Christian one which never omits 
considerations on the transience of life and pleasure. 

The character Bahram is introduced through his horoscope: 
“Astrologers, alchemists of the Heaven, learned of the Sun and the 
Moon, in the weighing scales of the heavens is to be found a victorious 
horoscope of greatness and strength, whose Ascendant was in Pisces, 
Jupiter was to be found in Pisces, and Venus with him as a ruby with the 
hyacinth; the Moon in Taurus and Mercury in Gemini, Mars was culmi- 
nating in Scorpio, and Saturn in the constellation of Aquarius an- 
nounced the vanquishing of the enemy, the Dragon's tail was opposite 
Saturn, and in Aries the Sun, every star , like Jupiter, gave testimony to 
his happiness”. : 

A technical error is immediately obvious; Mercury, for reasons of its 
elongation, could not be in Gemini with the Sun in Aries, but it is under- 
stood that the protagonist is also an archetype of human destiny, it is At- 
las bearing his own personal zodiac chart. 

Nevertheless, King Bahram is a complete human being in the sense 
that the planets present at even his metaphoric birth are, throughout the 
poem, understood to inspire both glory and limitation at the same time. 
This important Piscean component cannot but refer to the Era of the same 
name, a sort of guarantee of success, strengthened by some important as- 
pects; the Mars-Jupiter trine, the Taurean Moon, the sign of Venus, art, 
good taste as well as a progressive and playful vision of the feminine. 

King Bahram is therefore an intelligent favourite of heaven and the 
planets. The same astrologers that drew up the chart advised he be given a 
very special education in Arabia. The creative passion of the Taurean 
Moon soon becomes apparent — the youth desires a palace and an archi- 
tect, “extraordinary, known as master to a thousand painters, careful 
observer of the stars and expert in celestial nobility." is proposed to 
him, and here the esoteric meaning behind the constructions conceived and 
realised for his work come forth. Not only is he advised by learned schol- 
ars of Astronomy and Astrology, but Bahram himself is an expert: "he 
tore away the veil from the face of the invisible with his calculations us- 
ing the tables for the stars and the astrolabe and, working with the Al- 
magest, untied the knot of problems of the celestial countenance". 
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This courageous protagonist is not slow in taking on all types of virtue: 
"in weaponry, horse-riding, and racing he tore the ball from the sky 
player (here is fate!) and became so great that he tore out the Lion's 
claws and strangled the wolves". It is not by chance that the Mars of 
Iranian tradition is Bahram in the same way that the Greek Cronos—time 
—corresponds to Saturn, the word carrying both meanings, Saturn as the 
planet of measurement, and of time which measures out human events. 
Therefore, the protagonist of the Seven Princesses wants to identify him- 
self with the earthly version of the planet Mars, which can also be con- 
firmed by the undertakings of the king. 

The presence of the Sun in the first house in the sign of Aries in his 
birth chart without doubt confers great energy, which leads him to live the 
most important and evolutionary experiences at a time of full inner ma- 
turity. In fact, after having won wars and tournaments he asks one day to 
visit a remote pavilion closed to all, and the room in which "there were 
seven splendidly painted images". These images suggest the king's initial 
fate and, again not by chance, in the centre of these frescoes was the fig- 
ure of an adolescent. The message is clearly expressed: "The fate of the 
seven planets had decided that this powerful sovereign, when he showed 
himself , would have embraced the seven princesses of the seven conti- 
nents as unique pearls... Reaching Heaven's first turn, that is, Saturn's 
return to its natal position which happens at about thirty years of age, 
the young man would lose his father and rise to the throne". In tradi- 
tional iconography Saturn carries a scythe, and cuts away dead branches 
so Bahram painfully became king. The moment for the coronation was not 
chosen at random... "He was a Leo who had created a very solid and 
fortunate Ascendant, a Sun high at its apex, in conjunction with Mer- 
cury; Venus was in Taurus, Jupiter in Sagittarius, and those constella- 
tions were made gardens of paradise for those two inhabitants. In the 
tenth sign the Moon and in the sixth, Mars had called the assembly, with 
the sword and the goblet; Saturn had placed his hand on Libra and 
weighed up treasures... when, with this blessed horoscope, the king of 
good virtue rose to the throne, his ship of good fortune became as full as 
the ocean". 

Again we come across a small astronomical lapse, as a Sun in Leo 
with a Taurean Venus is not possible. This whole passage is profoundly 
and effectively symbolic. One fully realises the value of the "seasonal se- 
quence ", the birth at the Spring Equinox and the rise to the throne at the 
Summer Solstice, two key seasonal division points. 

There is beautiful image of Saturn's exaltation in Libra, while the 
Scorpio Ascendant confirms the king's Martian extraction, dealing as it 
does with the sign governed like Aries by Mars, the archetypal celestial 
god of Bahram. The Moon in Capricorn is trine the natal Moon, an indi- 
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cation of reflection, wisdom and maturity. It is no longer an artistic and 
creative Moon, symbol of the mother, of birth, but a philosophic, ambi- 
tious and realistic Moon. 

“One day a week he dedicated to the affairs of state, and the other 
days he dedicated to love". Not surprising, given that many things are 
included in the meaning of love, and even though a young lover of justice 
(Jupiter in Sagittarius), other more hedonistic Venusian needs are not 
lacking! 

The first part of his reign was marked by affluence: "The grace of God 
was abundant.. everyone bought wine and sold swords, tore off their 
iron armour and sewed on gold brocade, the king ordered that the day 
be divided into two parts, one part for work, the other for drinking wine, 
everyone was exonerated from taxes for seven years,... it was an Era that 
had the constellation of Taurus on the Ascendant and governed by Ve- 
nus, how could one be sad in an epoch under Venus?” 

The reference to the age of Venus is transparent, and to the Egyptian 
and Taurean era, as well as to the biblical Promised Land and the fat 
Egyptian cows. The affair of King Bahram with his maid "beautiful as 
the Moon", a capable singer, musician and dancer, who fell in disgrace 
and won him back again with a strange serics of enchantments, is proba- 
bly a homage to Venus. At a certain point she transports a calf: "The Sun 
transported Aries (a ram) in Spring, but who has ever seen the Moon 
transport a calf? The magic of the beautiful one is very special and truly 
astral:(she)...had tied the Moon to the constellation of the Pleiades ..had 
drawn a veil of stars of the Moon...had wrapped the Moon in a veil of 
camphor like a red rose...so she went, as the full disk of the Moon, to- 
wards Taurus..." 

The king subsequently fought wars with valour for which his courage 
is justifiably admired. Having soon got the better of his enemies he re- 
turned to occupy himself with pleasures and games, The ambivalence of 
Mars as the planet of war and Mars as an archetype for the male sexual 
organ can be noted here. 

King Bahram recalls to mind the images represented in the pavilion and 
singles out seven beautiful maidens, one per continent, all candidates to 
his hand, so realising the alchemic ideal of the "seven distillations". A ca- 
pable architect comes forth and he explains his project: "7 will construct 
seven domes on the seven pavilions, each one ofa different colour, more 
beautiful than the colour of a hundred temples of idols. The king owns 
seven lovely idols, each one destined to a different continent ; each con- 
tinent is fundamentally able to be assimilated by a particular planet and 
without doubt to a day of the week, each day being under the influence of 
a particular planet...so the king, in these days of splendid banquets, will 
take his pleasure in a pavilion every day, dressing himself in the same 
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colour as the dome and drinking wine in joyful company of the beauty of 
each pavilion.” 

The construction was begun on precise astrological bases, calculated 
by the king himself, and was all completed within two years. Here is a 
description of it: "Going to the palace that touched the sky, a building a 
high as the starry vault could be seen, and in that there were seven 
domes built according to the nature of the seven planets. The dome rela- 
tive to Saturn appeared as black as musk, that of Jupiter was adorned 
with the colour of sandalwood, the one designed according to Mars em- 
braced by red, the one that tasted of the Sun was the yellow of a gold 
necklace, the one hopeful of the ornaments of Venus had a face as white 
as Venus’, and that fed by Mercury was of a victorious turquoise colour, 
the one to whose peak ran the Moon was green with joy at the sight of 
the king! " Western tradition does not recognise the same chromatic anal- 
ogy, green being the colour associated with Venus and milky white and 
silver being typical lunar colours, but the interchanging of the two ‘femi- 
nine! planets favours and in a certain way encourages this arbitrariness. 


rates the poet, choosing it on the basis of the governing planct of 

the individual days of the week. Everything was splendid, he adds, 
and yet without the possibility of being able to tear it away from his 
mortal destiny. Fortunate horoscopes are not enough to give eternity, 
which is divine... Each day is naturally a symbol of a period of life and 
the alchemic meanings are confirmed by the choice of Saturday as the first 
day of the week.. 

King Bahram in fact did not choose the solar Sunday, nor the lunar 
Monday and not even his day, Tuesday — the day of Mars. The tour of 
the pavilions began with the one relative to the most difficult and fearful 
planet of Nezami's time, symbol of the same fate. The colour of the 
clothes required for Saturday is black. 

As in a Thousand and One Nights and according to Islamic custom, a 
young girl narrates a 'story', in this case in the first person, and has to jus- 
tify the colour black that characterises everything, starting with the dome 
of the pavilion where she is, and which the king will honour with his pres- 
ence for an evening. She tells the story of a king who, in protest against 
injustice and the heavens for his unpleasant horoscope, was called the king 
of the 'black clothes’. 

Saturn, planet of old age, wisdom, maturity and testing, appears a little 
far from the concept of the average brief and valorous life typical of 
Nezami’s subjects. The saturnine king is not born as such, but presents 
himself on the throne dressed up so after a period of absence, though none 
of his subjects dare ask him the reason why, seeing him so distressed, 


Be DAY the king changed the pavilion of his destination, nar- 
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sad, unhappy and 'black', 
He speaks to his maid in 
confidence about it, 
though probably still not 
believing the adventure 
he has lived through, 
such as any mortal who 
has suffered a: Saturn 
transit and does not 
know how to find a logi- 
cal reason for it. 

He tells of how one 
day he received a visit 
from a foreigner all 
dressed in black. He 
asks him the reason for 
such a choice and is 
given the reply that only 
he who possesses such 
blackness can have 
knowledge of it, and no- 
body else. Such as only 
one who has got through 
a thirty year cycle of Saturn can reply to inexperienced youth when asked 
about life... 

So sad is the king that in the end the foreigner speaks, struck by his 
saturnine patience and tenacity, telling him the story of a distant Chinese 
city and the house of mourning for the 'black clothes'. Anyone who ven- 
tures to stay there or drinks the wine there follows the fate of the others, 
undergoing a saturnine metamorphosis through contagion. As in Greek 
myth, all the brothers of Saturn generated by Uranus follow the same des- 
tiny into the perpetual darkness. The inhabitants of the Chinese city are 
like 'splendid moons' covered by a black veil, like the Greek demigods 
were special private beings of the Sun. 

The king is fascinated by the mysteries surrounding this adventure in 
black and so decides to leave (or if you prefer, to face Fate, his destiny). 
He finds the mythical city, where the inhabitants, all dressed in black, 
have very pallid complexions. Nobody speaks about themselves (saturnine 
reserve) until a young butcher befriends him and invites him to his house. 

Everything was there on the table, except that which the guest would 
have most desired. Such as in those governed by Saturn, the inner gnaw- 
ings always prevail over the form of satisfaction. At the end of the ban- 
quet the king plucks up his courage and asks the reason for the dominating 
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melancholy and why everyone is dressed in black. The youth shilly- 
shallies, but in the end decides to clear up the mystery. Together they take 
the road to the desert (stone is a symbol of Saturn, as is solitude its true 
dimension). In a deserted house dangles a basket tied by a rope (the 
hangman's rope as a traditional and also Christian saturnine archetype, 
just think of the medieval engravings contemporary to Nezami or a little 
after). Invited to seat himself in the basket, the king accepts and immedi- 
ately is transported magically by a bird towards the heavens "that basket, 
pulled by a rope by alchemic force, and I, wretched, reduced to playing 
the tightrope walker. And the rope clung like wax to the neck... the rope 
hard, the neck weak, and I wheezed strangled and my life hung by a 
thread". The symbol of the bird is very common in the myths researched 
and clarified by Eliade, so too the alchemic expression of rising to the 
heavens as a painful inner renewal, dangerous but fundamental. We have 
here an image of Saturn that almost chokes to swallow his sons one at a 
time, and to have won out over the sinister prophesy that wishes him de- 
throned by Jupiter. A very tall pole reaching up to the Moon appears (the 
salvation through the feminine, the light in the darkness of the pagan and 
Christian hell) the basket gets tangled up in the rope and the king, terror- 
ised, is left suspended in mid-air. Saturnine angst, nostalgia for the past, 
regrets for the home and loved ones far away. A giant bird, "like a moun- 
tain " now sits on top of the pole (another Saturnine symbol, also as the 
ladder of life) and the king reflects, with saturnine rationalism, and the 
courage born of desperation, believing to have disaster below him and 
death above. He decides to grab onto the bird's foot and so begins a fan- 
tastic journey, in some ways 
similar to that which carried the 
fugitive Greek Saturn towards the 
hospitable shores of Italy and 
Rome, towards wisdom: creativity > 
and imagination are little known 
resources of the planet, that one 
feeds on in a social context, like 
many celebrated Saturnine writers 
have done. He reaches a sort of » 
terrestrial Paradise, flowering and 
hospitable, in which reigns a 
splendid feminine creature who ‘ 
immediately gets round him 
"Come here and sit on the throne 
beside me, the Moon and the 
Pleiades look good together"! and 
he quickly falls in love with her. 
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This is reminiscent of the well-known strength of saturnine Eros, insemi- 
nator of the wife-sister-lover Rhea, She aims at seducing him and the ap- 
parently ascetic but substantially lustful saturnine, excited by intense 
pleasure seeking, appears very taken by her. He is like the old rich miser 
of the West who can pay for luxuries and unexpected pleasures, persisting 
with a demanding virility (the 'panic' side of the planet) and often repre- 
sented as diabolically lame and goatish. 

At the height of the excitement she offers him her most beautiful maid, 
he satisfies his desires and, worn out, sleeps for the entire following day, 
The following night the scene repeats itself; "I was in the land of Joy, by 
day with the Sun, by night with the Moon..." The spell lasts for thirty 
nights — a lunar month, or the entire Saturn cycle from childhood and 
adolescence to the threshold of 
maturity. Every night the 
beautiful seductress offers an 
embrace and by the thirtieth 
night the king's desire can no 
longer resist, at which point 
she asks him to close his eyes 
for only an instant before fi- 
nally making love to her, In 
that moment the spell is bro- 
ken. The Greek Saturn is de- 
posed by Jupiter's tricks, in- 
spired, as in the tale of 
Nezami, by Rhea who once 
again reigns over the heavenly 
Paradise in which the king is a 
guest. The king finds himself 
alone and despairing in his 
basket, in total saturnine soli- 
tude. Just as when after many 
set backs we believe we have reached our goal, fate strikes us back down 
again, without pity. Returning to earth he finds his friend who explains 
that he too has been through a similar experience and is dressed in black 
in remembrance of it. It is like he who has lived warning youth who does 
not believe him until he has consciously lived life's experience for himself. 

The king in turn asks for black silk to express his sadness and regret, 
in the knowledge of having lost happiness through his excessive impa- 
tience. He had not respected the sense of measure typical of Saturn, the 
thythm that the planet had taught him to understand. The story concludes 
with a panegyric on Black, the colour of youth and therefore inexperience, 
for hair, pupils, glory of the Moon, in the exceptional phase of the New 
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Moon or her saturnine placing in the sign of Capricorn. Greek Olympus 
easily compares to the Paradise found by the king at the top of the pole of 
his evolution. Just like in the Greek paradise, not even in the Islamic one 
can Saturn find a place, amongst the banquets, maids, joy and serenity, 
for more than a brief period, a thirty day or thirty year cycle, which 
doesn't change things much. It still deals with Cronos and his able meas- 
ure of human affairs. Like the Saturn dominated ascetic seeking solitude 
illustrates the beauty of his state, the black dressed king is the paraphras- 
ing of human destiny, the search for happiness which very often has to be 
given up when one seems the closest to having reached it. Another aspect 
concerns the bloody Roman saturnalia. Orgies and disorderliness, the 
election of a person as sovereign, in a position to satisfy his every desire, 
even the most lewd and lascivious, for only one day before dying in the 
evening. So too was the king in black lured every night by new entice- 
ments, up to his final downfall . ; ms 
of finding himself alone to face ; oe 
himself, if not the Cosmos it- 
self. It is a paraphrase of 
death, of the "end", of illusion, 
of the transience of human ef- 
forts, that the Beautiful Turk 
knows how to lavishly conjure 
up like mirages. 

The basket has an alchemic 
rope that lifts it up, while Ai- 
gokéros, the saturnine goat 
which is one of the main char- 
acters in Cronos’ kingdom, 
tirelessly climbs up the moun- 
tain, being satisfied with a 
handful of salt and ending up throwing himself in the sea at sunset, only to 
start the climb anew the next morning. A series of attempts create endur- 
ance, experience, but also understanding, such as for the king in black.. 

The universal value of Black for sacrifice, mortification, bad luck and 
self castration should warn the Mars-like Bahram and make him wise in 
the face of life's confrontations. It is the alchemic "black work", capable 
of alchemically forging the inner man... 


UNDAY BEGINS with King Bahram dressed in yellow with a 
splendid gold crown set with amber on his head, scattering golden 
powder as he goes to the yellow pavilion. And so it continues for all 
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the successive days. Space limitations do not permit me to deal with all 
the stories, so I have chosen, along with Saturn, Mercury — the ruling 
planet of the pavilion visited by the king on Wednesday. 

The colour is turquoise, typically Islamic, therefore the beautiful prin- 
cess tells the story of an Egyptian living in Cairo called Mahan. It can be 
noted that the protagonist of the saturnine story is a king, like Saturn was 
in Greek myth, while the young Egyptian is a common mortal, like Castor, 
even though Pollux was of divine origin through his mother Leda. "There 
was a beautifil youth, Joseph of the Egyptians" — here we have adoles- 
cent beauty typical of Mercury... and it all begins one evening spent in the 
company of friends, singing, drinking and playing in the garden. The 
Moon is high in the sky and our protagonist has had a bit too much to 
drink, in keeping with the excesses of youth. Walking through the gardens 
he reaches a little copse of palm trees and recognises one of his business 
associates, who tells him that he has just returned from a long journey, 
from which he has heavily gained. He had found the doors of the city 
closed and promises Mahan half of his earnings if he will accompany him 
and help him to evade the tax collectors. Already, at the beginning of the 
story, are all the typically Mercurian basic elements: dance and music (as 
in Greece, Mercury stole the strings from the bows of the Titans to use 
them as strings for his lyre), trade, journeys, friendship, the commercial 
trading society. 

Mahan goes out silently with his friend through a garden door. They 
walk together for a long time but become aware of having mistaken the 
road (Mercury, ancient ruler of the highways) and in the end Mahan falls 
asleep, exhausted and despairing, to be awaken by the heat of the midday 
rays of the sun. Mahan then sees numerous caves, each one occupied by a 
serpent "worse than a dragon". Frightened, he ponders his escape, but falls 
in front of the entrance of one of the caves where every blade of grass 
seems to be a serpent to him. Two heavily laden wayfarers appear (always 
the number two!) and he calls out to them for help, describing himself as a 
“foreigner and poor wretch". He asks them desperately to show him the 
right road. Again the search for the right road. As in Greece and in Rome, 
piles of stones were built into altars at the cross-roads, dedicated to Her- 
mes-Mercury , ruler of the right road to follow. The two wayfarers give 
him encouragement and explain that he has ended up in the hands of a 
suspicious individual, known as the "horror of the desert". Here we have 
the naiveté of Mercurian adolescence, clever, but always open to sugges- 
tion. They offer to accompany him and the next day they take to the road 
again, but they soon abandon him to his fate. Mahan, desperate, feeds on 
roots and seeds and hides himself behind a pile of rocks, all the time 
searching for the right road. A horseman arrives and threatens him with 
immediate death, but on listening to him recount his sad adventures he 
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explains that the two wayfarers were really two dangerous ogres and in- 
vites him to continue on his way riding behind him on his winged steed... 
and so fast does he ride behind him that he leaves behind the wind... real- 
ity becomes deformed, changes, as if life were really and truly a stage, and 
Mahan a Mercurian envoy of the gods on earth. They reach a country 
"smooth as the palm of a hand". They stop to hear lute melodies, harp 
and songs. Thousands of demons are gathered together, amongst the rising 
din of dances and hand clapping. There are characters with ram's heads 
and great protruding lips, trunks and horns. A sort of mummer's play, 
which reminds us that Mercury is the god of the theatre and theatrical rep- 
resentations in general, masks, puppets, marionettes, playing cards, even 
marked ones, all characterise him. The reference to hell recalls the nature 
of the planet as Hermes Psychopomp, charged by Jupiter to accompany 
the souls of the dead to Hades, for their meeting with Pluto. Poor Mahan 
is terrorised by the experience, which would not be unlike that of drugs, 
hallucinations, narcotics or simply the effect of an evening's drunkenness. 
Everyone was dancing with Mercurian style, but it was a dance that 
mocked him and made him unhappy. It all ended once more when the cock 
crowed. "Afier a while the poet recounts — consciousness returned to 
his unconscious body, and he rubbed his eyes..." reminding us of Mer- 
cury, god of the Twilight, who the Romans invoked to send them good 
dreams. 

Mahan goes on his way again and in a single day runs across the whole 
desert, at great speed, as the winged messenger of Jupiter and the gods 
used to do on their terrestrial and celestial embassy. He reaches a green 
land with natural spring water. He bathes, washes and decides to rest. He 
reflects: "The night upsets my thought, with its melancholy nature... it is 
a game of images that kills my mind". He finds a large well, makes a 
pallet to rest on, and in his doze is lit by the Moon. Here we can see the 
traditional friendship between the Egyptian Mercury and the Moon who, 
according to a legend of that country narrated by Plutarch, in a game of 
chess with Mercury, allowed herself to be deprived of the seventicth part 
of every lunation, to "adjust" the calendar. 

Mahan notices a garden full of fruit and flowers and starts eating with 
pleasure but soon hears the cry "Thief!" Like the newly born Greek Mer- 
cury who declares to his mother Maia in all sincerity that when he grows 
up he wants to be the god of thieves, Mahan has no difficulty in admitting 
to his fault, and the owner of the garden explains to him that it is an oasis 
in the middle of a desert inhabited by devils, all bent on destroying and 
deceiving the other. 

The old man becomes fond of Mahan; "As you have accepted me like 
a son, I have become your servant and you my master". "Service" is an- 
other typically Mercurian concept; as Jung observes, moreover, also the 
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psychoanalyst, and I would add the analyst-astrologer, are recognised as 
"servants" by those who benefit from their services. 

Finally the protagonist of the story smiles and sees in the distance sey- 
enteen princesses, who "have robbed the Moon of her seventeen quali- 
fies”, and falls in love with the first. But she immediately changes into a 


Poet replies that: "all that we have comes from the Dragon hidden under 
the veil of the Moon ", Tecognising in the Head and Tail of the Dragon, the 
ascending and descending lunar Nodes, the sensitive points whose orbit 
cuts the celestial ecliptic, 

Finally Mahan-Mercury-Hermes reaches a shinning and clear spring 
and supplicates God: "You, who have shown me the road, guided me on 
my way, you alone can untie my difficult knot...to whom do you not show 


mourning for him. He dresses himself up “like the Jirmament takes the 
colour of destiny". 

The story, like all the other evenings, finishes with praising the colour 
Connected to the planet, and the positive ending confirms the benevolent 
nature of Mercury in Islamic myth. It is not difficult, as has already been 
noted, to discover all the underlying themes that accompany the Greco- 
Roman tradition. 

In the stories of Nezami, Mercury — the actor, the sham, the quick- 
change artist — finds a thousand occasions to express himself even 
though the protagonist is always a victim, miraculously unharmed by the 
injustices and adventures that he doesn't explicitly look for, but perhaps 
lives unconsciously, as if on the path to a painful but certain inner evolu- 
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very often split, completing the consciousness of one another through their 
various experiences, which are more often sad than happy. Hermes has 
always been bisexual and youthful, preferring theatrical, business and 
travel games to those of Eros, falling in love only fleetingly and soon for- 
getting the object of his love. His myths are those of friendship, complic- 
ity, camaraderie. The young, unfortunate traveller is at times a human and 
at other times divine protagonist of Greek history. Always at the point of 
giving way but nevertheless still capable of fighting, with a profound inner 
strength which becomes religious the moment he appeals, like Pollux, to 
the gods and obtains salvation, or the immortality of his brother from 
Jupiter, who is then able to spend six months on Olympus and six months 
in the underworld. Mahan embodies both the Mercury-Gemini day ruler- 
ship of the planet side and the more mature, conscious and wise Virgoan 
one. He is without saturnine angst and the decision to travel and explore a 
new world does not come from the depths of his being; he advances light- 
heartedly along the muddled roads of Africa, perhaps a little drunk, or 
under the effect of a collective hallucination due to the customary effect of 
ancient drugs, which would not be out of place for a cheerful evening in 
the company of many friends. 

Our friend is not solar as he does not know the beginning, the end or 
the exact reasons for his adventure. He ignores the solar "reality", living in 
a twilight world, a tale, a hybrid universe, as in a dramatic piece with 
continual startling developments, visibly theatrical and artificial or sym- 
bolic. He is a friend of the Moon 
but is afraid of the night which 
brings with it frightening adven- 
tures, between sleep and wakeful- 
ness is hell, scriptwriter for the 
modern Deep Unconscious. 

Through his hermaphroditism 
he blends in with women, who he 
doe, givers of serenity, at least 
when they are not allied to evil.s 
not see as possible objects to be 
conquered, but as a loveable crea- 
tures 

The story told by Nezami 
through the beautiful princess of 
the turquoise pavilion can be read 
as a series of anti-conformist erotic 
experiences for which the pro- 
tagonist at times feels guilty, ex- 
cited, lost, bewildered, confused. In 
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comparison to Mars he is distant and vague. Here there are no real tests of 
strength, no mountains to climb, trials to get through, sporting events, 
competitions, blood-stained swords, dead bodies. There is only an individ- 
ual who searches inside himself for his own personal path; the modern 
borderline case so dear to psychoanalysts. Every day he wakes up more 
disgusted because he hasn't found the toad, his road, a stone, his stone, a 
point of reference for the past and for the future. The journeys of the 
Egyptian vagabond are not so much real as inner, imaginary and al- 
chemistic. Going along the Martian road, similar to that of Heracles, is 
shown to be useless, aggressive and deceptive. Compared to the ascetic, 
religious, fatalistic saturnine man and the bold warrior Martian type, Ma- 
han expresses the inward "neurotic" type who anxiously analyses dreams 
and nightmares, searching for the right road without the prospect of easy 
comfort. 

The colour turquoise, new for the poet's time, is said to be an unlucky 
colour. It is a rare and magical colour. Ancient, lost and recovered. There 
is neither chance nor fate in using it, but it could be a token of "diversity", 
the recognition of oneself in a group apart, that the others don't under- 
stand. The reference to the colour blindness of the Greeks is really not a 
casual one. 

Mahan listens patiently and objectively evaluates all the stories he 
hears told him by the people he meets on his strange travels. He remains 
open to the good faith of everyone, despite the disappointments he has 
had. The freshness and intelligence of this trusting youth remain un- 
changed. How many times, along life's path do we come up against prom- 
ising new wild fantasies, each one capable of disillusioning us? 


THOROUGH examination of the other five stories, one for each 

of the other traditional planets, is not possible in the space af- 

forded here. The choice of Saturn and Mercury was not a casual 
one. On the contrary, they were chosen for their symbolism which, in re- 
spect of the others, benefits from the more well-known Greco-Roman 
myths, for both the dynamics and the references to the practical and inter- 
pretative consequences inherent in the birth chart, 

It is obvious that by the poet's time Greek tradition would have cer- 
tainly reached the far flung but not geographically impossible Azerbaijan, 
but this is not the point in question. What is important is to have reread, in 
the poetic and playful pages of a little known author, even in translation, 
concepts and events that classical astrology has narrated with other pro- 
tagonists and different adventures, but leaving the substance of things, the 
symbols, intact. It is the unmistakable style of a Cosmic reading that has 
the same value today as a thousand, two thousand, three thousand years 
ago. 
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Faced with the incredibility, and at times the smile of one who knows 
only the "superficial" side of astrology, being able to count on refined, 
cultured, pliable and poetic voices is really a pleasant consolation. The 
wonderful construction of the Divine Comedy has, therefore, an Eastern 
variation, probably less valuable but certainly useful for a new under- 
standing and nuances of the planets, signs and birth chart. After seven 
symbolic evenings spent in the seven pavilions the story of King Baham is 
picked up again. The poet recounts: “When, with the powerful trine of 
Jupiter to Saturn the king of the Stars (the Sun) passes from Pisces to 
Aries..." the king continues with his worldly affairs; wars with the Grand 
Khan of China, finding a solution to problems of government, the sacking 
of disloyal ministers... time passes, the great Horoscope of glory and 
power has had its day. 

"When the cypress reached sixty and the jasmine blossomed above 
the violets (which means his hair began to turn white) he gave himself 
sincerely and wholeheartedly to the worship of God and ceased being a 
cult unto himself". The story ends with the new level of consciousness 
reached by the king. The total effect of the seven planets and their evolu- 
tion is to make him realise the transience of life, his being just a_ puff of 
smoke. 

King Bahram goes off hunting but, says the poet, it is a special hunt in 
which he is pitched against himself. While following his prey he deliber- 
ately falls into a cave (death) from which he cannot escape. Such is hu- 
man destiny that, even guided by the stars, must not and cannot be meas- 
ured against the divine, which would be sheer folly. 

The astrological allusions that colour the whole work are tied, in the 
epilogue, to the poet himself, Nezami, who says that "... his pen from the 
fields sown by art have made the moist hyacinths reach Mercury, and the 
Virgin Spica has appropriated it.." a reminder of the protection afforded 
poets and writers by the ancient Greek god. 

I felt moved on hearing Nezami compare astrologers to alchemists of 
the heavens, learned of the Sun and the Moon. But I believe that the mes- 
sage of the ancient Poet is profound in content, hostile to gratuitous de- 
terminism and the unthinking and monotonous use of planetary symbol- 
ism. Ancient, and at the same time very modern, Nezami makes us under- 
stand that in every age there are both good and bad servants of Astrology, 
Philosophy and Religion. 


Illustrations by Alessandro Bragaglia 


Saturn Retrograde 


T. STAN RIDDLE 


REPRESENTS the indi- 
vidual’s determination to 
earn the respect of his or 
her community through the 
acceptance of the standards estab- 
lished for his or her role or position 
in the community. + represents an 
inner sensitivity on the part of an 
individual to expectations, de- 
mands, propriety, responsibilities, 
and to secure integration within the 
community in a specified form, 
role, position or manner. Authen- 
ticity and integrity are involved as 
the individual attempts to prove 
his/her worth to his community 
through his or her productive, sta- 
ble, and predictable efforts. The 
root of honesty is found here as the 
individual endeavors to be trust- 
worthy, reliable, honorable, a 
keeper of his or her word. Estab- 
lishing one’s self in the world 
through the acceptance of the ne- 
cessity of discipline, focus, limita- 
tion, hard work is 4’s hallmark. 

A need to measure and test one- 
self, to feel that one has endured 
hardships, _ stress, pressure, etc. 
And thus proved oneself a worthy 
citizen, deserving of the security of 
the social order, and of the support 
that the social order provides to 
those who successfully accomplish 


20 


their part in the grand enterprises 
of the structures of society. Ma- 
turity, respect, honor and prestige 
are all the goals of 4. The ap- 
proval of one’s superiors and a 
secure status within the social or- 
der are desired by the Saturnine 
archetype. 

* represents the awareness of 
old age, crystallization, cooling off, 
and loss of momentum and fire as 
an inevitable process. Thus % is 
characterized as being concerned 
with conservation of momentum, 
the establishment of form, and the 
development of character. The 
concern for what other’s think of 
one is here sensed as a force lead- 
ing to conformity, fear and inner 
dignity. Rigidity can be seen if 
fear of humiliation requires the 
individual to reject his more spon- 
taneous, fun loving side. % repre- 
sents a sense of formal, organized, 
ritualized routine that will result in 
a completely standardized social 
member, possessing a secure place 
in society. % represents also a de- 
sire to measure up to the demands 
placed upon one, thus attaining 
independence from manipulation. 
Boundaries of caste are important 
to %, Also important is the need to 
prevent incursions into one’s self. 


The clearly defined limits that in- 
dividuals need to respect to create a 
healthy social order is %’s work. 
Persistency toward the accom- 
plishment of a worthy goal that 
will establish oneself in a formal, 
structured, and secure place in the 
social order: this is ’s work. The 
awareness of time, traditions, con- 
ventions, and the necessity of stra- 
tegic planning for the future are 
also part of the archetype. Laws, 
rules and regulations necessary for 
the smooth and mechanical opera- 
tion of society describe the Satur- 
nine process. 

% represents those realistic so- 
cial expectations that one’s paren- 
tal conditioning and socio-cultural 
status or caste provide as a model 
for possible accomplishment. + 
represents the conformity to expec- 
tations imposed by authority and 
the inertia of the family parental 
model. Social position is here 
thought of as derived from the an- 
cestry and the biological heritage 
or inheritance. » may represent the 
experience by the individual of the 
inadequacy or unevolved or so- 
cially inept aspect of oneself that 
result in an awareness of exclusion, 
rejection or expulsion from certain 
opportunities. This sense of isola- 
tion, alienation or withdrawal of 
support may be felt deeply and in- 
wardly, it can become a prod to 
development and escape from the 
contempt, humiliation or belittling 
often associated therewith. 
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must be understood 

against this backdrop of 
bh Re archetype. The 

karmic aspect of 4 im- 
plies that this life requires a cor- 
rection of a misunderstood, incor- 
rect (either under-applied or over- 
applied), or misapprehended Sat- 
urnine archetype from the past. 
This might imply that in a past life 
the individual with 4% was either 
too dictatorial, demanding, rigid, or 
caste-bound (over-applying +%). 
Alternatively he or she may have 
been too conforming, fearful, anx- 
ious, self-doubting, depressed, 
sycophantic, or boot-licking (under 
applying 4). The memory of the 
failure and the consequences of 
failing to apply the right amount of 
serious respect for the social order 
might seem like a determination not 
to aggressively abuse the authority 
and power of direction over others; 
or conversely, a determination not 
to allow oneself to be cowed, bul- 
lied or in any way accept a dimi- 
nution of self, self-deprecating in- 
feriority or self-doubt. One of the 
aspects of the retrograde is the in- 
teriorization of the energy found in 
environmental circumstances. 
Rather than responding spontane- 
ously to harsh criticism, downgrad- 
ing, limitation of opportunity or 
loss of respect, these experiences of 
the energy of caste making, pi- 
geonholing, and barrier building 
between different classes will be 
objectively analyzed. The retro- 
grade native will distrust the im- 
pulse to deprecate oneself when 
‘put in one’s place’ by a superior, 
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‘ranked out’, Judged inferior, and 
put down. 

a suggests past life experi- 
ences with acceptance of galling 
restrictions, persistence beyond 
Prudence toward some self-proving 
goal, attempting to please ‘father’ 
or ‘the state’ unwisely, and essen- 
tially deferring to more mature, 
responsible, and powerful types to 
the detriment of one’s own self de- 
velopment (trust in one’s interior 
instincts). This past life misappre- 
hension may have resulted in the 
native learning that those in power 
or position often misuse their 
power of position, authority and 
rank. The bitter lesson of coward- 
ice in confronting superiors with 
one’s innermost sense of the 
wrongs of the superior’s judgment 
may have resulted in more disas- 
trous pain and tragedy than one 
need have bore. The recent 
(1994) movie, The Remains of the 
Day, starring Anthony Hopkins, 
had a Startling denouement in 
which a motorist assisting the aged 
Hopkins asks: “If a mistake were 
to have been made affecting one’s 
life tremendously, wouldn’t you 
have preferred to make it your- 
self?” The point that this repre- 
sents to us is the lesson of having 
too assiduously demeaned oneself 
to a role only and nothing but a 
role. The role Hopkins plays in the 
Movie is of a misuse or misappre- 
hension of the archetype of &, As- 
suming that the persona played by 
Hopkins were reborn out of the 
wisdom eamed from this experi- 
ence, one would see in his Te- 
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deemed, 2, life a Tigorous investi- 
gation of the archetype and a deep- 
ened sense of conscience regarding 
the automatic playing out of its 
drive. With the Tetrograde, nothing 
can be left to chance. The indi- 
vidual’s Tesponsibility to under- 
stand that his life is a chess match, 
and that every move has conse- 
quences far beyond the immediate 
Situation, is brought to full aware- 
ness by the retrograde. 

A well known astrologer in the 
Ohio area relayed an anecdote of 
her experience (she has 4x). At 
One point in her childhood, she had 
been accused of some mischief. 
She was believed guilty by her par- 
ent despite her protests of inno- 
cence (she was innocent). The par- 
ent was determined to punish her 
with a Spanking. As the parent 
Proceeded to attempt to inflict the 
undeserved punishment, our bud- 
ding young astrologer simply 
would not permit it. She fought so 
furiously and fiercely to resist the 
spanking, all the while protesting 
her innocence, that the parent 
abandoned the attempt and be- 
grudgingly accepted doubt about 
the guilty verdict passed on the 
daughter. This represents a re- 
fusal to accept the authoritative 
tights of an older, more mature, 
more powerful figure. 4, people 
are oddly unaffected by the status 
quo judgments about their merit. 
It’s as though they take the projec- 
tion of class that are visited on 
them by the perceptions of others 
with a grain of salt. They are 
oddly objective: the expectations of 


conformity are taken inward but 
only to be mulled over, the eventual 
disposition will be according to 
one’s own conscience. Truly this 
position is seen in the actions of the 
apostle Peter in the Garden of 
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rograde represents. A cow chew- 
ing its cud is a useful analogy. 
Negatively, some qualities that 
can appear in the % archetype are: 
anxiety, rigidity, withering, de- 
pression, insecurity, inauthenticity, 


Gethsemane and the apostle Tho- 
mas in the upper room. An over 
concern for propriety and security 
within the social order that resulted 
in a denial of one’s highest im- 
peratives will be addressed through 
the resistance, reflection, and re- 
jection of spontaneity that the ret- 


snobbishness, exclusivity, and an 
inferiority complex. The concern 
for dealing with the negative ex- 
pressions fostered in a past life 
dominates the 8 individual’s ex- 
perience of this archetype. 


Theodore John Kaczynski 
JOHN WILLNER 


S HIS TRIAL date approaches, news articles about suspected 

unibomber Ted Kaczynski are beginning to appear again. 

His horoscope could be an interesting study to astrologers, 

especially with regard to those cosmic alignments that corre- 
spond with his well-publicized traits. Also, there are those who might like 
to know what aspects were in force on April 3, 1996 when he was cap- 
tured. 

The profound psychic Edgar Cayce tells us that a spiritual birth time 
exists for every individual, whether saint or sinner, that is accompanied by 
a set of personal milestones. This spiritual birth time is usually earlier 
than the reported physical birth time (by up to four and a half hours). 
Hence, the spiritual horoscope differs from the typical physical birth map. 
In practice the spiritual horoscope has been found to fit the individual ex- 
actly, whereas physical horoscopes vary considerably and are often mis- 
leading! Moreover, the inevitability and precision of progressions derived 
from spiritual horoscopes are a constant source of amazement and awe. 
First, they confirm over and over again the foundation and workings of 
astrology. Second, they demonstrate a heritage provided by our creator 
for every individual to be prodded in such a way that decisions must be 
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made. Thus, life is dynamic, as opposed to static, and filled with urges 
requiring choices as to which direction in life should be taken. Third, re- 
sponses to these urges can be positive or negative, and spiritual progress 
is measured by their quality. From time to time every soul takes forward 
or backward steps. Theodore John Kaczynski is suspected of having made 
a few more negative decisions in the recent past than average. 

Our task at this point is to select the exact spiritual horoscope that re- 
flects known and observed characteristics of the Ted Kaczynski persona 
and produces appropriate progressed aspects corresponding to each of 45 
dated events in this man’s life, provided by Nick Sutherland. By appro- 
priate what is meant is that the planets, houses and signs, plus type of as- 
pect, are in agreement with the nature of the event. When elements of the 
horoscope provide a match and every day-for-a-year progression coincides 
with the milestones established at birth then the horoscope can be judged 
correct and verified. 

Before proceeding, however, a precautionary note must be sounded. 
Mathematically the spiritual birth time must be known to a fraction of a 
second. An hour-minute horoscope time is inadequate, because the pro- 
gressions of faster moving horoscopic elements could not otherwise be 
pinned down to specific days. Consider, for example, that the earth ro- 
tates through all twelve signs, or 360°, in approximately twenty-four 
hours. The approximation will be addressed momentarily, but this rela- 
tionship equates 4° rotation for every minute of time. The motion of the 
Midheaven and © track fairly closely, and the © is known to move about 
a degree per day. Therefore, in terms of secondary progressed time, %4° is 
roughly the equivalent of one-quarter of a year. To pinpoint the MC or 
solar progressed aspect to one day requires that the birth time be 365.25/4 
or 91.3125 times more accurate than an hour-minute. Therefore, the news 
should not come as a shock that exceedingly few astrologers regularly 
confirm day-for-a-year progressions. Yet, the possibility of doing so is at 
hand with the powerful computers being used today, and a wealth of as- 
trology is missed when they are omitted. 

While on this subject of astrological (or astronomical) mathematics 
another significant point must be made that came up again this past week, 
although the common error of astrologers was clearly pointed out by Jo- 
seph G. Dalton at the turn of the century. House cusps must be computed 
using sidereal time, not mean time. 23.9344697 hours constitutes a day 
and one complete rotation through the signs, as opposed to the rounded- 
off 24 hours normally assumed. Dalton’s thesis has been verified per- 
sonally thousands of times over the past half century. If this conversion 
from mean time to sidereal time is not accomplished within an astrological 
computer program (not many are known to do so) then a correction to the 
input time must be added externally. Otherwise timing errors of up to 
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3°56.6” in 24 hours will cause all house cusps to be in error. That mis- 
take could also cause progressed dates to be in error by up to a year. 
Day-for-a-year progressed aspects involving the Ascendant and Mid- 
heaven are extremely important and they would not track event dates 
without sidereal time computations in their positions. 

Accordingly, with the sidereal time correction properly applied, the 
spiritual birth time of Theodore John Kaczynski has been pinpointed at 
4:34:59.3 AM True Local Time. It yields the accompanying horoscope. 
As always, when the correct spiritual birth time is found the resulting 
horoscope is striking. The progressions for the date of his arrest, shown 
in the outer wheel and last column in the table of declinations, are also 
striking. 

Physical appearance and personality are generally the first checks of 
every horoscope, because they are the most obvious and easiest to con- 
firm. Ted Kaczynski’s II influence is clearly quite strong, and he has a IL 
©. However, his thick neck, somewhat rectangular face, broad nose, 
small hands and feet and fixed determination positively identify his ASC 
as 0, albeit in the last degree. Therefore, it is Void of Course. A trait of 8 
is to be persistent and unwavering. That non-II characteristic checks. 

The parallels of declination provide considerable insight. Note espe- 
cially the parallels of 4 to his Midheaven, ){, © and % to his Ascendant, 
and the triple parallel of 4, d’ and B. That last group is most suggestive 
of violence. Expansive 4 becomes explosive when combined with warlike 
& and powerful P, whose forcefulness can be insidious. Also, the Mid- 
heaven and Ascendant aspects are especially meaningful. *% on his Mid- 
heaven indicates an inherent fear and constraints with respect to public 
image. Hence, indirect publicity (in hiding) is to be preferred over any 
form of direct publicity. \{, © and % on his Ascendant portray his revo- 
lutionary and carefully plotted intentions. These three heavenly bodies 
contribute to his appearance and personality. 

3 is also in the Ist House, and all four Ist House planets are in I. 
Furthermore, ¥ is the ruler of the IInd House, and it conjoins 4 just past 
the IInd House cusp. His preoccupations have always been with knowl- 
edge, learring, te..ching and writing. Whatever income was produced 
came from Mercurial undertakings and from communication of needs. 4 
is C ¥, and uses of these funds could readily become matters of deceit. 

& and P in the IlIrd House suggest incidents of strife at school, but 
considerable aptitude. {2 ) in the [Vth House, A Q, indicates maternal 
support and movement in places of residence. An adversely aspected Vth 
House ¥ always indicates misplaced or misguided idealism with regard to 
creations, fun, romance or speculations. @ in the XIIth House is ina 
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Theodore John Kacznski 
4:34:59.3 AM TLT (10:25:24.2 GMT) May 22, 1942 
Chicago, Illinois: 41N47°20” 87W36’13” 
(outer: Naibod secondary to arrest on April 3, 1996) 


Natal & Progressed Declinations 
| [Natal [arrest [Natal | Arrest | 
2N210 | 2N125 20 N 04.6 20 N 39.3 
5N15.7 | 21N 52.0 20 N 18.0 21 N 37,2 
13N16.1 | 15N 14.6 23N 118 23 N 07.0 
18N 45.3 | 00 N 40.7 23 N 51.2 16N09.1 
18N 48.6 | 19N 58.4 23.N 51.9 23 N 33.6 
20N04.1 | 21N 50.8 25.N 06.7 22 N 17.5 
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strong square aspect with d’, and it is also in the sign T. The actions for 
which he has become known have an aggressive or combative basis even 
while receiving female backing — whether the purposes were known at 
the time or not. 

Now, for just a few of the important progressions. On the date of his 
arrest progressed Ascendant was parallel progressed @ within 0°01.5’. 
Lest anyone object to the planet of love being involved, note that 2 is ruler 
of the Ist House and located in the XIIth. This is a further confirmation of 
& rising. The Ascendant reflects his physical involvement in the event. 
His progressed Midheaven was also * % on that date, within 0°3.1’. He 
was the subject of notoriety, and that notoriety was in harmony with his 
choice of reputation. Twice more the closeness of these progressed as- 
pects confirm the requirement for use of sidereal times in their calcula- 
tions. Neither angle would have been in orb if mean time had been used. 

For just a few other confirmations: 


e On October 17, 1988, when his letter to the Editor of the Chicago 
Tribune was published, his 3 was |i K within 0° 0.7’. 

e On the day he sent a copy of his Manifesto to the New York Times 
progressed © was parallel progressed 2 within 0° 1.8’. 

e On the day his father committed suicide due to cancer his progressed 
Midheaven was 0 \ within 0° 1.4’. Progressed ¥ and 2 were also 
parallel to each other within 0° 2.5’. 

e The day he left home for Harvard University his progressed )K was 
parallel progressed © within 0°1.6’. Progressed %, his [Xth House 
tuler, had earlier sextiled P. 

e On the day he resigned from his University teaching post his pro- 
gressed Ascendant was parallel progressed © within 0° 2.0’. Pro- 
gressed } was semisextile progressed % within 0° 0.6’. 


Need I say more about the astrological precision of every milestone 
when the spiritual birth time has been accurately ascertained? 

Two messages have been given and illustrated in this article. If you 
wish to obtain profoundly spiritual horoscopes for interpretation and util- 
ize secondary progressions that identify milestones in life, then the spiri- 
tual birth time must be derived within a fraction of a second. If you wish 
to plot a correct horoscope from that spiritual birth time and accurately 
pinpoint dates of those milestones, then sidereal time must be used in cal- 
culating house cusps, not mean time. 
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JACK NICHOLLS 


// HE BASIC CONCEPT behind this article is well 
known, viz., the primary direction of the angles to the 
natal planets, and no claim is made for originality. 
However, two separate approaches are reported which 

differ only marginally, and the article may serve to introduce 
some readers to an otherwise unknown procedure. With the in- 
creasing use of computers, and with at least one program having 
direct applicability, the technique is shown to be easy to apply, 
and has much to commend it. 

A very common situation is to have a birth time which is 
known to within a few minutes, but is required to be rectified. 
Primary directions have been used for this purpose by, for exam- 
ple, Marr (1) and Schwickert (2). Over the years many measures 
for progressing the MC have been suggested, such as one degree 
(Ptolemy), 0°59' 08" (Naibod), 0°58" (Simmonite), and the true 
motion of the Sun in longitude varying from 0°57' to 1°01' 
(Sepharial). Fagan and Firebrace (3) preferred the Bija rate of 
3°55..91” per year of life. Bija (meaning correction) was a name 
coined by them, and is derived from the relationship that 24h of 
mean Sidereal time = 23h 56” 4.09” of mean time, 

Recently Clay Reed (4) wrote about progressions, and con- 
vincingly argued that the formulae for primary, secondary and 
tertiary progressions should be based on the discrete, astronomic 
units of rotation (sidereal day), lunar orbit (sidereal lunar month), 
and revolution (sidereal year). Thus secondary progressions de- 
rive from the equation "one secondary rotation equals one real 
revolution", that is, 23.9344697 (or 23h 56” 4.09”) secondary 
hours = 365.2563553 real civil days, but because the ephemeris 
uses civil days of 24 hours, then 24 secondary hours = 
366.2563921 real days, which is familiar as “a day for a year 
plus a day”. 

Primary progressions rest on the premise that "one primary 
rotation = one secondary revolution", or 23.9344697 primary 
hours = 365.2563553 secondary civil days. However, as one sec- 
ondary civil day = 366.2563921 real days, then 23.9344697 pri- 
mary hours = 365.2563553 x 366.2563921 real days, or 
23.9344697 + (365.2563553 x 366.2563921) = 0.0001789. 
Thus the true primary progressed chart will be given by adding to 
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the GMT of the birth date the age in days multiplied by 
0.0001789. Alternatively, an increment of 3’55.25” per year 
(0.0001789 x 365.242198 x 60 ) may be added to the birth time. 
Note the similarity of this increment to the Bija rate. The differ- 
ence between the two increments is 0.66” and at age 60 years it 
amounts to 12' of arc for the MC. 

The progressed chart can be generated by computer programs 
which have a user-defined progression rate, for example, Solar- 
Fire (5) (used by the author) or CCRS 92 (6). The rate for the 
Reed Primary progressions is 0.0000074547 (= 3’ 55.25” divided 
by 24, 60 and 365.242198), and that for the Bija is 
0.0000074757. 

To gain experience with these primary progressions as a recti- 
fication aid, a group of 40 subjects (Table 1) was assembled, each 
of which had at least 10 recorded events. Most of these had rea- 
sonably accurate recorded birthtimes, but five had times which 
had been obtained by rectification using proven methods. For 
each subject, and each event, charts were generated for the pri- 
mary progressions at selected times, and aspects sought between 
progressed sensitive points (AS, MC, VX, EP, PF, and interme- 
diate Placidian cusps) and natal planets, progressed sensitive 
points and natal sensitive points. Orbs were restricted to a nomi- 
nal 10' (a few obviously appropriate aspects up to 14' were admit- 
ted) and only standard aspects (0°, 30°, 45°, 60°, 90°, 120°, 
135°, 150° and 180°) were used. 

At any given time aspects will be forming and dissolving, and 
even at the exact birthtime, some aspects will be applying, and 
some separating. When considering an aspect, a positive or nega- 
tive label is assigned, depending on whether the longitude of the 
sensitive point is greater than or less than that of the planet in- 
volved. For a given time, the positive and negative orbs may be 
added (the algebraic sum), and the result, which will be positive 
or negative, used to indicate whether the birth time is cither too 
large or too small and by how much. 

A small preliminary test was carried out to determine the rela- 
tive merit of the two increments. The Reed value of 3’ 55.15” 
proved to be slightly more accurate than that based on the Bija, 
the former having 65% of aspects with an orb < or = 10! of arc 
compared to 61% for the latter, and gave a closer estimate of the 
birth time. Therefore the remainder of the study was based on the 
Reed approach. 

The given birth time is taken as the starting point for the recti- 
fication technique, and aspects for several events used to obtain 
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the algebraic sum of the resulting positive and negative signs. 
This gives the direction and amount to shift the birth time before 
repeating the procedure. Only aspects between natal planets and 
sensitive points are considered. If the original time is fairly accu- 
rate the rectification might only take one exploratory trial. How- 
ever, for cases where the given time differs from the rectified es- 
timate by several minutes several such trials might be needed. 
Individual subjects vary greatly in the difficulty required to obtain 
a satisfactory answer and much patience may be needed. The pre- 
ferred birth time should show at least one aspect for each event 
even if only between progressed and natal sensitive points. An 
example based on events in the life of Prince Charles will illus- 
trate the procedure (Table 2, Figure 1). The first trial (not shown) 
for the given time of 21:14 hr. GMT indicated that the time was 
too large, and the three times shown were then investigated. 
Clearly the time of 21:13:20 hr. is a close estimate of the birth 
time with an algebraic sum of the individual orbs of -12'. As 
twenty-six aspects are involved the average orb is -12' + 26 which 
equals -0.46'. As the MC moves at about 1' of arc per 4" of time 
this is equivalent to a time difference of -2 seconds. Therefore the 
best estimate would be obtained from an increase of 2 seconds 
giving a time of 21:13:22 hr. An indication of aspects going out of 
orbs for several of the rejected times is apparent in the Table, for 
example, the P and @ aspects for being hospitalized with pneu- 
monia. 

The results set out in Table 1 show that 37.5 % of the correc- 
tions to the given birth times are =< 10 seconds, and a further 
35% have differences between 11 seconds and 1 minute 07 sec- 
onds. This is excellent support for the procedure in view of the 
sources of the birth times for these groups. 

Item #17 from Table 1 is of interest in that the stages of the 
birth were timed by the father, First appearance of the head oc- 
curred at 15:06:43; complete extrusion at 15:06:50; the umbilical 
cord was cut at 15:08:20; and the first cry was at 15:15:20 hr. 
These data, in association with the rectified time of 15:07:00 hr., 
tend to support the time of birth being related to the time when the 
baby is completely free of the shielding of the mother's body At 
that time the infant is receptive to the natal imprint of the plane- 
tary positions. 

It is equally valid to seek converse aspects as it is to obtain the 
forward contacts which have been presented in Table 1. The birth 
time for item 39 had previously been rectified by a variety of 
proven methods, and the time is confirmed by the present tech- 
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nique. There are many dated events available, and 40 of these 
were used to produce both forward and converse aspects. In all, 
113 aspects between natal planets and progressed sensitive points, 
(56 forward and 57 converse), and 38 aspects between natal and 
progressed sensitive points were recorded. The algebraic sum for 
this large number of contacts confirmed the birth time of 3:47:40 
a.m. irrespective of whether forward or converse aspects were 
used in the calculation. 

A comparison between the calculation of a chart by calculator, 
and the same chart produced by SolarFire, showed a difference of 
only 1' of arc for the MC. However, the use of a computer is pre- 
ferred as it is quicker, less subject to calculation errors, and 
eliminates confusion in the generation of converse charts. 

Secondaries may also be used to rectify the birth time but the 
slower primaries are easier to use. It will be found that with an 
accurate birth time secondary progressions (and tertiaries) are far 
more effective than when calculated for a time which may be in 
error by a minute or so. 

The results of this study indicate that these primary progres- 
sions are a useful and accurate rectification aid provided care is 
exercised in their application. 
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Table 1: Forty subjects with given birth times together with 
rectified times derived by Primary Progression. 


Subject 
Source of data 


Given Recitified 
time time 


Ir) thr.) 
20:25 CST 20:23:15 


Difference 
(m, 5) 


1. Hank Aaron 

L. Rodden Ast. Data II 
2. Mohammed Ali 
Biography by T. Hauser 


- P45” 


18:35 CST 18:34:30 = 0'30" 


3. David Berkowitz 16:52 EDT 16:52:05 +0'05" 
Hospital records 

4. Prince Charles 21:14 GMT 21:13:22 - 0'38" 
Official time 

5. Marcus Clarke 18:00 LMT 18:01:00 +1' 00" 
Biography by B. Elliott 

6. Bill Clinton 03:44 CST 03:44:00 0 
Suppressed birth chart 

7. Shanti Devi 07:00 INT 06:59:57 - 0'03" 
Biography 

8. Richard Dimbleby 12:00 GMT 12:00:35 +0'35" 
Biography by J. Dimbleby 

9. Elizabeth II 01:40 GMT 01:40 0 
Official time 

10. George V 01:18 LMT 01:19:07 F107" 
Official time 

1l. George VI 03:05 GMT 03:06:15 +1'15" 
Marc Penfield 

12. Robert Graves 04:26 GMT 04:27:30 + 1'30" 
Biography by M. Seymour-Smith 

13. Ernest Hemingway | 08:00 csr 07:59:30 - 0' 30” 
Biography by Leicester Hemingway 

14. JF. Kennedy 15:00 EST 14:57:40 -2'20" 
Birth certificate 

15. Melbourne Lady 1 14:00 AEST 14:00:08 +0' 08" 
Hospital records 

16. Melbourne Man 1 11:24 AEST 11:22:35 -1'25 
Hospital records 

17. Melbourne Youth 15:06:50 AEST | 15:07:00 +0' 10" 
Father timed the birth 

18. Benito Mussolini 14:00 LMT 13:59:57 - 0'03" 
Gauquelin (birth certificate) 

19. Richard Nixon 21:35 PST 21:35:08 +0' 08" 
Attending nurse 

20. Laurence Oates 06:20 LMT 06:19:50 - 0' 10" 
Biography by S. Limb & P, Cordingley 

21. Jacqueline Onassis 13:30 EST 13:30:50 +0' 50" 
L. Rodden, Profile of Women it | 
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Table 1 continued 


Subject Given Recitified | Difference 
Source of data time time 
thr.) thr.) 
22. Rect. #2 Astr. Forum 06:30 AEST 06:31:10 +1' 10" 
From subject 
23. Rect. #5 Astr. Forum 11:11 AEST 11:12:45 + 1° 45” 
Time within 1111-1114 
24. Rect.Cont.#1 Cons. 03:00 AEST 02:58:15 - 1°45" 
From subject 
25. Rect.Cont.#2 Cons. 06:52 EDT 06:51:05 -0'55" 
Source not given 
26. Rect.Cont.#3 Cons. 01:57 CST 01:59:20 + 2'20" 
Source not given 
27. Rect.Cont.#4 Cons. 18:30 EST 18:30:10 +0' 10" 
From mother 
28. Rect.Cont.#6 Cons. 23:59 EST 23:59:30 +0'30" 
Source not given 
29. Rect.Cont.#7 Cons. 10:00 AEST 09:58:55 -1'05" 
Hospital records 
30. Albert Schweitzer 23:50 LMT 23:49:55 -0'05" 
L. Rodden , Astro Data II 
31. O.J. Simpson 08:08 PST 08:07:50 -0' 10" 
L. Rodden, Astro-Data IT 
32 Marie Stopes 03:30 LMT 03:30:12 +0'12" 
Biography by Ruth Hall 
33. Mother Teresa 14:25 CET 14:26:50 + 1'50" 
Biography by D. Doig 
34. Unknown male 07:24 EST 07:23:15 -0'45" 
Source not given 
35. Unknown female 02:00 EST 01:57:58 - 2'02" 
Home birth - mother 
36. Ross Harvey 09:15:44 AEST | 09:15:44 0 
Own rectification 
37. Ari Mantel 07:12:35 GMT |} 07:12:43 +0' 08" 
Own rectification 
38. Melbourne lady 2 18:47 AEST 18:46:00 -1'0" 
Own rectification 
39. Jack Nicholls 03:47:40 AEST | 03:47:40 0 
Own rectification 
40. Margaret Millard 16:29:30 AST 16:30:30 +1'0" 


Previous rectification 
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Figure 1: Natal chart for Prince Charles for 21:13:20 hr. GMT, 
November 14, 1948 at 51N30 0W08 


Figure 2: Primary progressed chart for the birth of his second son 
on 15 September 1984, cast for 23:33:46 hr., Nov. 14, 1948. 
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Table 2; Primary aspects between natal planets 
and progressed sensitive points for eleven events 
in the life of Prince Charles. 

Aspects are given for several times to demonstrate 
a minimal algebraic sum of the orbs 
for the preferred estimate of the birth time. 


Date & Event Orbs for times below 


pect 21:13:10 21:13:20 21:13:35 


February 6, 1952 Mother became Queen 
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Table 2 continued 


Date & Event 
Aspect 


Orbs for times below 
21:13:10 21:13:20 21:13:35 


July 29, 1981: Marriage 


March 10, 1988: Ski accident 


Bz Xith -3 0 +3’ 

sx XIIth +4 +6’ +9’ 

SUM = -37 - 12’ +36’ 
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The Empress of Ireland 


KEN GILLMAN 


HE SANK in the St. Lawrence at 2:10 a.m. on 29th 
May 1914. There were clear skies. The river was calm, 
eS its waters a few degrees above freezing, there was no 
wind to speak of. Just a few patches of fog, common in 

the Spring when the southern warm air meets the cold river 
The Empress was a good ship, one of the best, built to the fin- 
est standards of the day for her owners, the Canadian Pacific 
Railway; a handsome liner of fourteen-thousand tons, five hun- 
dred and fifty feet long. Her accommodations were perhaps not as 
elegant as those on more famous liners like the Mauritania, but 
she had a solid reputation for providing her passengers with com- 

fort and some luxury on the Atlantic crossing. 


She had departed Quebec City, bound for Liverpool, cast 
the mooring lines close to four-thirty the previous afternoon. 
Nine hours later she lay on the river bottom, her starboard side 
stove in. It was the fog and a coal collier called the Storstad that 
wrote the ship's epitaph. 

The two ships' crews had sighted each other eight miles apart. 
When they were separated by less than two miles a low fogbank 
drifted across their path. Captain Kendall, master of the Empress, 
reversed his engines and stopped the ship. It was a mistake the 
subsequent Board of Inquiry concluded; he should have kept un- 
derway. The men in the wheelhouse of the Storstad became con- 
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fused when the Empress vanished in the mists. They thought the 
iner was approaching off their port bow, instead it was drifting 
with engines stopped to their starboard, 
The Storstad's first mate ordered the wheel to the right and, in 
doing so, condemned the Empress of Ireland and her Passengers 
to disaster. 


Figure 1: Embarkation 
4:40 p.m. EST, May 28, 1914, 
Quebec City: 46N49 71W14 
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There are many close difficult aspects involved in the 
charts. At the recorded time of sailing, Ml rises and o¥, close to 
the MC, is opposing 4 o )K in #»—the WK midpoint is just seven 
minutes of arc away from the IC. \{ and PB are exactly contra- 
parallel in declination (i 17857, B 17N57). The ) has just sepa- 
rated from a semi-sextile to the VIIIth house ¥ ¢ and is ap- 
proaching her conjunction with ¥ in the IXth. P at 0° Gis o Qin 
the VIIIth. ® at 20°50 ~ is & ¥ and %, and closely = ). 

There are other ways to measure the positions of planets in 
the sky, and these can identify important aspects not found in 
our ephemerides. The most obvious and perhaps the most natural 
angle to anyone not wedded to ephemeris or computer is altitude. 
This is the measure most familiar to those who gaze up into the 
night sky. Altitude uses the horizon at the place and time of the 
event as its base. The positions of the planets and stars are meas- 
ured with respect to this horizon, they are so many degrees above 
or below it, relative to the observer. 

Bodies above the horizon are positive, those below the horizon 
negative. The use of altitude’ increases our dimensions. We can 
leave the circular flatlands and enter one containing height and 
depth as well as distance, and perhaps at the same time better un- 
derstand a horoscope. The sinking of the Empress is an example. 

One doesn't ignore the aspects in longitude, they are very 
important. But we can expand on what they are indicating by 
noting that, at the time of embarkation, the ) is high in the sky 
with an altitude of +60°23' and she is very close to 0’, which has 
an altitude of 61°11'. By contrast, ¥, which stands between the ) 
and o& in longitude, is lower in the sky as indicated by his altitude 
of +58°33'. The half sum in altitude of D/c’, (60°23' + 61°11')/2 
= 60°47’, is very close to the contra-parallel (the term used in de- 
scribing an opposition in altitude) with )K, altitude -60°49'. 

The } is always important, so much so that she should be 
considered the co-ruler of every astrological chart, whether it is 
one for the commencement of a journey, as we have here, or for 
any beginning—and that includes the chart associated with the 
beginning of a human life, the birth horoscope. The )'s next 
conjunction frequently describes the outcome of what is beginning 


' Both declination and altitude are latitudinal angles. The altitude 
angle relates to the local horizon and is therefore unique for a specific 
time and place. Declination, by relating to the equator, is common to 
all places at the same time. 
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at the moment. "Conjunction" is emphasized here, the nature of 
the D's next aspect, and the body so aspected, is meaningful, but 
the effect when it is the outcome of a non-conjunction aspect is 
Tarely as dramatic as that of the conjunction. The parallel, 


junction. 


Figure 2: The Collision 
1:56 a.m. EST, May 29, 1914 
in Saint Lawrence River: approx. 48N26 68W33 


At 1:56 a.m. the six-thousand-ton Storstad, laden with eleven 


fourteen minutes the Empress fell to the bed of the St. Lawrence, 
taking 959 souls with her. 


When the Empress of Ireland had left the dock in Quebec 
City, outward bound for Liverpool, there was an Opposition in 
longitude between o" and at the MC/IC. This Opposition was 
strongly emphasized by the )'s close parallel in altitude to both 
bodies. In an individual's horoscope were the ) to trigger J KK, 
both bodies being angular, one would expect an accident or an 
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emergency operation, certainly some "intervention in the body" ” 


and a cutting of the skin. 

This is confirmed, by oo MC. The placement of \ close 
to the IC did not necessarily indicate a lucky escape, although for 
afew of the passengers this did occur; rather it expanded on 
and magnified the effects of this o’  \X, and turned an accident 
into a disaster. The potential for disaster is shown by the five 
bodies in the eighth house, the II © at its Placidus cusp, ¥ ¢ % in 
II and 2 o P in early &. These conjunctions tie in with the op- 
position at the MC/IC, ois 2 B, and 3 a \. 

The Empress was cut into, an immense gaping hole resulted 
from the collier's intervention in her body. 

And there is ever the ). Her triggering elevation in the sky 
ensures the & o° )K will operate, and she sets the stage by 
moving in on ¥, the planet of cloud, fog, and misdirection. 

The collision happened close to Pointe au Pere, to the 
north of the city of Rimouski (48N26 68W33). The ) has 
come to the embarkation-position of ¥; the conjunction is just 
13' short, well within orbs. T rises; at embarkation the ascendant 
was in Tl—both Signs ruled by o. § is now only 2' of arc from 
opposing the position ® occupied at the start of this ill-fated voy- 
age. 
Those readers who habitually use Planetary Parts will not be 
at all surprised that at the reported moment of the collision the 
Sickle or Part of Saturn was 6°37’ 8 exactly opposite the posi- 
tion of the Ascendant at embarkation. 


ASC 23:57 
ay 79:43, + 
103:40 
(9) 67:03. - 
Sickle 36:37 


The Planetary Parts depend on the Ascendant for their exact 
position; they change very quickly. Like all other Parts, the Sickle 
is carried around the full 360° during the course of a day. Those 
times when it is angular are particularly sensitive. 


? Bbertin, R. The Combination of Stellar Influences, Roosedale trans- 
lation, 1960. Page 148. 
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Figure 3: Sinking 
2:10 a.m. EST, May 29, 1914 
in Saint Lawrence River: approx. 48N26 68W33. 


13°)5 44° 


DOME K ter AimwyvO 


The first degree of & rises as the ship sinks, ®, at 19°29’ II, 
is now appropriately 4? 


* By strict definition, because this is a nocturnal chart, 19°29” IL, 
found by ASC + ) - O, is the position of the Part of Daemon while 
11°27’ (= ASC + © - )) is the place of ®. But these are both sensi- 
tive points, the latter is 0 the ) o ¥. 
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The altitudes of the ) and @ are identical (each is -16° 08’), 
and o and \ are contra-parallel (orb 3'). 

A chart for the previous sunrise, at 3:46:19 a.m. on May 28th 
(not shown), at the collision location is illuminating. The posi- 
tion of the ) then, which was of course also that of ®, coin- 
cides with the MC at the moment the ship sank. 

The different aspects in longitude and declination were effec- 
tive at all places at these times, the specific location is pin-pointed 
when we examine the altitudes of the different bodies, and the 
location of two of the Planetary Parts: the Scythe and ®. 

Many astrologers ignore ®. They possibly found that good 
fortune did not result when it was transited by ? or 4, perhaps 
there was never any obvious happening coincidental with any 
transit over ®. As a result it may have been summarily tossed 
from their bag of astrological paraphernalia. It is useful to re- 
member what it is ® symbolizes. It marks the position the ) 
would occupy were the © conjunct the rising degree. Hence it has 
a meaning very similar to that of the ), but this is a ) identified at 
that singular moment of the personal daybreak and initial awaken- 
ing, when one first becomes conscious of being. ® is thus asso- 
ciated with the pure potential of both what can be and of what 
will be. 

At the time the Empress of Ireland embarked on her final 
voyage, © was opposed by 3 and . In an individual's horo- 
scope a conjunction involving ¥ and % can indicate deep thought 
or pessimism, with the ) involved (here she is represented by 
®) there can be a retarded development. In the chart for the 
start of a voyage, % ¢ % must suggest some restraint to free 
movement, the possibility of a halt to the proceedings. With ® & 
3 & % involved, and the symbolism of the IInd and VIIIth houses, 
this halt may be expected to combine with it loss of life and pos- 
sessions, 

The Empress of Ireland embarked at a decidedly ill-fated 
moment. Some might say she sank at a place and time that was 
predetermined. The disaster shocked the world, briefly. A 
month later, on June 28th 1914, following the new ) o P, there 
was "a clap of thunder" in Sarajevo when a Serb assassinated an 
Austrian Duke. A month thereafter, in early August, with » still 
two months away from P, a colossal European war began, the 
magnitude of which had never before been witnessed. 


The times and description of this disaster are from Treasure 
by Clive Cussler, published by Pocket Books. 
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A New Look at Some Arabic Parts 
WALT MASTERS 


/ HERE ARE a hundred or more Arabic Parts, but I’m not going 
to discuss all of them, just a dozen. I am going to point out three 
things about these twelve Parts: 

1. They are related to one another, forming a kind of ‘family’. 
2. Their meanings are broader than traditionally ascribed to them. 
3. One of the twelve has apparently been overlooked! I believe it to be 
especially important and useful, but I’ve never read anything about it. 


Formulas: The positions of the various Arabic Parts in a birth chart are 
calculated from the positions of the House cusps and planets. Here are 
the formulas of eleven Arabic Parts: 


Formula Traditional Name 


Asc + CLII- RI Property, goods 
Asc + CII - RII 
Asc + C.IV-RIV 

Asc+C.V-R.V Desire & sexual attraction 
Asc + C.VI-R.VI 

Asc + C.VII - R.VII 
Asc + C. VII - R. VII 
Asc + C.IX - RIX Travel by land 
Asc + C.X-R.X 
Asc + C.XI - R.XI Enmity 
Asc + C.XII - R.XII Private enemies 


“C’ stands for the House Cusp involved 
‘R’ stands for the Ruler of the particular House 
The roman numerals represent Houses (I use Placidus cusps) 


The Parts listed above were included in a much longer list of Parts 
prepared for me some years ago by Astro Computing Services. 

In the formulas for some Arabic Parts the second and third terms must 
be interchanged, depending on whether the native was born at night or in 
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Figure 1: Natal, 00:06 p.m. EST, October 10th, 1932; 39N55, 75W10. 


02° 27" — 
wee — 


the day. However, ACS does not specify that these formulas should be 
changed in this manner. They work for me, and I was born at night. 


A Family of Formulas. These eleven Parts appear to form a family; 
they all have the same formula: 
Asc+ C.h-R.h 


where ‘h’ is the number of a House. Some members of the family have 
names, but most do not. All can be referred to in the way a mathemati- 
cian would refer to a function. Since I’m talking about Parts, the above 
formula could be called P(h), pronounced “P of h”. ‘P’ represents the 
formula and ‘h’ represents the variable. ‘P(h)’ represents the whole fam- 
ily; plugging in a numeric value for ‘h’ gives one member of the family. 
Thus, the Part of Travel by Land is P(IX) or “P of nine”. 

In some cases a House cusp falls in a Sign that has more than one 
tuler. Since my XIth cusp falls in =, I will calculate both P(XI, )) and 


P(XI, »). 


Broader Meanings: From the above the importance of the House num- 
ber is apparent. The House number is all that distinguishes these Parts 
from one another. If the House number is that important, perhaps each of 
these Parts carries all the meanings of its House. 
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Figure 2: First Pension Began 
19:35 GMT, March Ist, 1995; 52N07, 106W38 
Natal PD) = 13°56? see 
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Here’s an example: recently, a friend phoned to invite me to a party. 
At the time of the phone call my P(V) was aspected. That Part is tradi- 
tionally called the Part of Desire & Sexual Attraction, as noted in the ear- 
lier table. However, the fifth House also means parties, and apparently 
P(V) does too, 

P(XD) looks like a problem. Traditionally P(XI) is called the Part of 
Enmity, but the eleventh House represents friends. Actually this is not a 
contradiction. An enemy is a negative friend, a friend with a minus sign. 
This seems to be confirmed by my experience. When | receive long- 
distance phone calls from friends, I usually find one of my P(XI) is as- 
pected, along with my PI). 


particular, it should represent the native, just as the Ascendant and its 
Ruler do. This could be an important Part. 
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Figure 3: Second Pension Began 
16:37 GMT, October 24th, 1995; 52N07, 106W38 
Natal P(I) = 13°56’ ss. 


24°] 48° 


24° 48" 


Consider the importance of P(I) in my life. I am retired and I receive 
two pensions. The checks from the two pensions began arriving in the 
mail at different times, and my P(I) was aspected on both occasions by 
two planets, ¥ and 4. 

3 rules my IInd House of income (see Figure 1). When my first pen- 
sion started coming (see Figure 2) transiting ¥ was conjunct my P(I). By 
the time my second pension began (see Figure 3) ¥ had traveled two-thirds 
of the way around the Zodiac, and was trine my P(I). 

Rex Bills in The Rulership Book says pensions are represented by \, 
Tl and the VIIIth House. In my birth chart 4 rules my VIUth House, so it 
should be doubly connected with pensions. When my first pension began 
transiting 4 was sextile my P(I). By the time the second pension started 
coming 4 had made a station and returned to again form the same sextile! 

Try them you’ll like them! I urge readers to try using this family of 
twelve Arabic Parts, with their expanded meanings. I certainly find them 
useful, especially P(I) which represents the native. 
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Predicting a Birth 
MARGARET MILLARD, M.D. 


/ HIS IS a follow-up to my earlier article on the Epoch.' I be- 
lieve the subject is of great interest. 
I think that the cusp of the XIth House indicates children in a 
woman’s chart, while the Vth does so in a man’s. When my 
daughter Tam was pregnant 2 by primary direction was conjunct her XIth 
cusp, so I predicted the child would be the girl she wanted. The midwife 
was sure it would be a boy because of the heart rate. 

Cyril Fagan believed wholeheartedly in the sidereal zodiac, and I was a 
siderealist for many years. In an article written in 1957 he said Wynne’s 
Key Cycle was useless. Wynne progressed the solar return by | minute 
5.4 seconds daily, because he took the difference between successive re- 
turns to be six hours. Fagan pointed out that this difference between suc- 
cessive returns should actually be almost thirty hours since the © had 
really advanced 1 day 6 hours and he used an increment of 5 minutes 1 
second per day which he added to the sidereal time of the progressed side- 
real (or precessed) retum to find the sidereal time of any date between it 
and the next progressed birthday. 

I tried a variation of his method (using birthday SRs instead of the 
PSR) to see if I could find the actual date of birth, and perhaps the actual 
time, of the birth of my granddaughter. She was born on January 29th, 
1995 to my daughter Tamsen. I had the exact birth time, which was noted 
by the father, who recorded the exact times of extrusion, the first breath 
and the cutting of the umbilical chord. I took the first breath as the astro- 
logical time of birth. 

The expectant mother’s precessed solar return prior to the birth of the 
child was set up. It was then progressed by the increment of 5 minutes 1 
second per day to the known date and time of birth (the birth was a day 
before the estimated date of delivery). 

The mother’s precessed solar return on April 29, 1994 had an Ascen- 
dant of 14° &. At her daughter’s birth nine months later the solar return 
) had progressed to 14° %, marking the exact day of birth. 

The progressed return’s Ascendant is 1° &. The baby was born with 
1° @ on the MC. 


' “The Moon and Childbirth” in Considerations, Vol. IX No. 3, pages 73-77. 
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My calculation of the Epoch took me to May 6, 1994, which was thir- 
teen days after the beginning of the last menses. 1° & is the MC at the 
Epoch. 

So Cyril was right! 

As Tam was born in Portland, Maine and her daughter Erzebet in 
Waterville, the actual degrees of the Waterville and 
Portland charts for birth and solar return are not exact 
but they are within a degree. 


Data: 


Tamsen, the mother: birth at 09:39:42 AM EST, April 
29, 1963 in Portland, Maine: 43N39 70W15. 


Tamsen’s 1994 SSR: 08:39:20 AM EST, April 29, 1994, Portland. 

Her daughter Erzebet born on January 29, 1995 in Waterville, Maine: 
44N35 69W38. Extrusion: 09:12:23 AM EST; First breath: 09:12:50; 
Cord cut: 09:14:18. 


Pre-natal Epoch: 02:48:32 PM EST, May 6, 1994 in Portland. 


Calculation of Sidereal Time of Progressed Return: 
Birth of Erzebet: 14:12:50 GMT, January 29, 1995 
Mother’s prior SSR: 13:39:20 GMT, April 29, 1994 
Difference: 275 days 00:33:30 hours, 
275 days x 5°01” = 22:59:35 
ST of prior SSR: 23:27:28 + 


ST of progressed SSR: _ 22:27:03 
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The Moon 


PRIER WINTLE — 


UR SATELLITE is Probably the most underestimated and 
undervalued ‘planet’ in all modern astrology. She is much less 
important and ‘real’ than the ©, who is our true individuality, 
isn’t she? Oh yes, she is only the Personality, the surface ap- 


dant. 3 may be the manner in which we think and express ourselves but 
actual health and strength of mind come from the ». Remember she rules 
lunacy. 


Lunar world. 
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ous, for talking about the planets in anthropomorphic! terms. I speak of ¥ 
or PB as one might speak of some villainous earthly potentate scheming to 
take over the world—a Saddam Hussein or someone equally reprehensi- 
ble. Larry Ely, a disciple of Rudolf Steiner and a very capable astrono- 
mer as well as an astrologer, wrote to me that he feared I concentrated on 
the dark side of things and had a materialistic strain of thought in my gen- 
eral approach to astrology. Well .... 

Do I really believe the planets are just a lot of Gods vying for power 
and supremacy in a kind of celestial pecking order? The answer is 
“Emphatically yes”—but equally of course “Emphatically No!” What on 
earth do I mean by that? Valerie Vaughan has neatly expressed what I 
mean in a book entitled Persephone is Transpluto.” She says (page 199): 


One of the greatest differences between our modern viewpoint and 
that of the ancients is that the latter were apparently quite at ease 
with the innate contradictions, duplications, repetitions, mirrorings 
and “double standards” of their myths, while we moderns seem to be 
incapable of simply accepting duality and “letting it be.” 


Tn other words we have to know ‘is it true or isn’t it?’ For us there is 
no in-between, no other kind of truth which is absolutely real and definite 
and yet unreal and indefinite at the same time. And yet really there is! 

Carl Jung explains just how this is so in the foreword he wrote in 
August 1957 to Hilde Jaffe’s book Apparitions and Precognition.? The 
book is about ghost stories and tales of the supernatural but what he says 
is directly relevant here too: 


Nobody thinks of asking the fundamental question: what is the 
fundamental reason why the same old stories are experienced and 
repeated over and over again, without losing any of their prestige? 
On the contrary, they return with their youthful vitality constantly 
renewed, fresh as on the first day. 

The author has made it her task to take these tales for what they 
are, that is, as psychic facts, and not to pooh-pooh them because they 
do not fit into our scheme of things. She has therefore logically left 
aside the question of truth, as has long since been done in mythol- 
ogy, and instead has tried to inquire into the psychological questions. 


' iLe., as if they were human beings. 


? Published by One Reed Publications, Amherst, Mass. 1994. 
> Reprinted in C. G. Jung, Psychology and the Occult. Ark Paperbacks, 1982, 
1987, 1993. The passage quoted is on page 154. 
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Note those words: “she has left aside the question of truth.... and tried 
to inquire into the psychological questions.” Most illuminating of all, on 
page 157, he concludes: 


The factor which favors the occurrence of parapsychological events 
is the presence of an active archetype, i.e. a situation in which the 
deeper instinctual layers of the psyche are called into action. 


Earlier (on page 121) he had invoked the same principle to account for 
major changes on the world stage: 


Incisive changes in history are generally attributed exclusively to 
external causes. It seems to me, however, that external circum- 
stances often serve merely as occasion for a new attitude to life and 
the world, long prepared in the unconscious, to become manifest. 


I believe the planets are archetypes in this sense. They are vast con- 
centrations of psychological power and will operating in the Collective 
Unconscious of all mankind, well below the normal threshold of the con- 
scious mind. Yet even though they are unconscious, they are not really 
impersonal. We may theorize about them abstractly but a direct experi- 
ence of an archetype is always as a personality. In all his writings Jung 
always refers to them in personal terms—the Animus, the Anima, the Old 
Wise Man, the Child, even the Self itself. He encountered all of these in 
his clinical work. In addition he suggested that many concepts expressed 
chiefly by symbols in various esoteric and alchemical traditions were ac- 
tually archetypal too. Examples were the astrological symbols and the 
Tarot Arcana. On page 138 of the book to which I have made reference, 
he says explicitly “Everything in our psyche has to begin with a personal 
character.” As children we all instinctively know that everything that 
happens was meant—it was meaningful because someone meant it or it 
itself meant it. As grown-ups in the adult world of modern scientism now 
we try to make our thoughts and understanding respectable by talking of 
impersonal forces, but the impersonal, mechanistic world of science is 
unquestionably illusory—simply a mind-set which has resulted from 
mankind’s obsession with finite knowledge and control. Because we want 
to control them we have accustomed ourselves to the idea that material 
things can happen and exist by themselves mechanically without any in- 
volvement of consciousness inside themselves whatsoever. Science says 
that everything was wound up at the Big Bang and has been running down 
ever since. There are no intentional causes—only the “law” of cause and 
effect, which is really nothing but a historical record of how one thing in- 
evitably leads to another. Inside ourselves of course we still know it isn’t 
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so. If it were so there would be no point in knowing anything.* There 
would be no meaning in anything, nor any control either. The materialist 
theory would be just as illusory as everything else. We go along with it 
because we don’t really believe it but find it advisable to look the other 
way without consciously facing and admitting the contradiction to our- 
selves. We can then act as if there really were this flow of cause and ef- 
fect but we are able to stand outside it all. That way we get what we want 
by manipulating it. 

If you have followed this argument closely you will now sce clearly 
why I believe absolutely in the planets as real personal, archetypal, living 
beings while at the same time believing just as definitely in alarm clocks, 
computers and everything else in the modern everyday world, including 
nerve gas and atomic bombs. But I believe in these latter things because 
they are quite obviously products of mind, not vice versa. 

We sometimes need to remind ourselves that Astrology actually is an 
occult science. Too many astrologers waste their time trying to show that 
it isn’t really, so that they can prove to themselves and others that they’re 
respectable after all. Whether one should call their efforts valiant or 
groveling depends on one’s point of view. Even Jung spoke of Astrology 
knocking on the doors of the universities once again and consequently 
quite a large proportion of those aspiring to semi-official recognition rep- 
resent themselves as psychological astrologers—usually operating from a 
Jungian perspective, naturally. There are also a few behaviorists as well 
though, who follow the lead of Hans Eysenck, a behaviorist psychologist 
who now speaks in defense of astrology after being impressed by the re- 
sults of some statistical studies. And of course the statistical approach is 
itself the other major route which aspiring ‘scientific’ astrologers gener- 
ally choose to follow if they are not particularly drawn to Jungian or any 
other form of psychology. Their guiding star is then the Frenchman 
Michel Gauquelin who conducted mind-boggling studies of the birth data 
of thousands of doctors, engineers, and people in other professions, listed 
in French directories, and came up with data which showed that each pro- 
fession could be distinguished by a significant weighting in favor of a dif- 
ferent planet appearing close to the Ascendant or Midheaven. While such 
data are of course not at variance with what one might expect astrologi- 
cally, the antics of his closest followers unfortunately are. If he found no 
statistical evidence for something, they concluded that was that—it had no 


‘ The philosophical theory known as epiphenomenalism nicely illustrates the 
absurdity of scientism taken to its extreme logical conclusion. It holds that 
consciousness is merely an incidental by-product (epiphenomenon) of material 
processes, which are the fundamental and only absolute reality. Our belicf that 
we have any real control over the way these processes develop is itself only an- 
other incidental by-product. 
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Teal existence. Thus they do not use the Zodiacal Signs because Gauque- 
lin failed to find evidence for them by his methods and they have aban- 


Valerie Vaughan‘ points out that there is and will always be a funda- 
mental dichotomy between the astrological approach and that of science. 
She says (page 11): 


Science takes data and Creates its theories. Astrology, like other 
metaphysical disciplines... Starts with a given framework, a system 
of symbols which the creative mind can then enhance and enlarge 
upon. 


siousness by courtesy of the ) which may or may not germinate in the 
Conscious mind. If they do, they produce realizations, 


Later on (on Page 74) she continues: 


The separation of Science from mysticism-intuition is nothing more 
than the old male vs. female mind-feelings split. The same fear is at 
work... fear of the dark feminine. “If I’m not separate_ (defined by 
my individuality), I might fall into the (w)hole. If I start to feel, I 
might lose my mind.” 
(emphasis in the original text) 


Vaughan points out that as Science went up in the world so Astrology 
and all the other esoteric or intuitional forms of knowledge went down. 


Magician Aleister Crowley, once took a friend, the astrologer Rupert 
Gleadow, to see the magus. Crowley asked Gleadow what he did and 


: Persephone is Ti ranspluto. 
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when he replied that he was an astrologer Crowley immediately inter- 
jected, “I think there is about one half of one percent of truth in Astrol- 
ogy.” Gleadow politely but defensively replied, “I think there is rather 
more than that.” He completely missed the point. One half of one per 
cent of truth in Astrology is sufficient to prove that Science’s claim to a 
sort of Papal infallibility is unfounded. Its world-view has to be one hun- 
dred per cent true or else. If there is the slightest injection of anything 
intuitive, anything which is meaningful in itself and not simply as part of 
its endless claim of cause and effect, it begins to crumble. Hans Eysenck 
had better beware. He is holding up his hand in favor of an a-causal ef- 
fect. 

The trouble is, of course, that at the same time he is holding up his 
hand for truth. Because the modern scientific method does not hold a mo- 
nopoly on truth. 

There should be a rapprochement. © and J), Science and non-Science, 
Astronomy and Astrology, Sense and non-Sense, should each be able to 
exist and accept and recognize the other without either having to pretend 
or apologize. In practice, of course, it is happening all the time only no 
one dare say so, or think so. It is just as much heresy to question Science 
today as it was to question the Church in medieval Europe. One brands 
oneself a fool or a madman. People smile. Yet actually none of us really 
live our lives according to the scientific paradigm; not even scientists. No 
one could, because it actually makes nonsense of human life. Whenever 
we stop theorizing and actually do something we forget about ploddingly 
working out causes and forcing ourselves to know the reasons why. We 
just act. All true action is intuitive and spontaneous. This is why women 
often drive cars and use computers more efficiently than men do because 
spontaneous intuition comes more naturally to them. Even though pre- 
dominately male scientists and technicians originally worked out how to 
make these things, those who use them best, whether male or female, do 
so because they have a feel for it. And the best astrologers—indeed all 
truly real astrologers—are also the ones who have a natural feel for as- 
trology. They may not all realize it. Some of them might hotly deny it. 
Nevertheless it is so. And similarly all of these real astrologers really 
treat and interact with the planets in practice as living beings, only they 
won’t admit to themselves that they do. Because they would feel heretical 
and silly if they said that they did they pretend to themselves that they 
don’t. I have merely allowed myself to admit to myself that I do. 

Now this is what the ) is actually all about! She is our ability to make 
a personal sense and meaning out of whatever we encounter in life. 
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our subjective sense of self. She governs memory (through the 

Zodiacal Sign &) and everything we know about ourselves we 
know purely and simply because we remember it. She connects and re- 
lates everything together. However she doesn’t do it logically, as the O 
and §¥ do, but associatively, as the depth psychologists have discovered. 
Memory works as a spreading web of associations based on similarities of 
sound or appearance plus emotional significance. And essentially this is 
all that each one of us really is as a living, conscious human being—an 
enormously complex lattice of associative links of memory, rather like a 
chemical molecule with alternating positive and negative electrical bonds 
all around its circumference. 

Now one can learn at any time of life but all the foundation learning 
we do is accomplished during our first five, six or seven years, that is, 
during the Lunar period of life. This is why the Jesuits say, “give us a 
child till he is six and you can do what you like with him after that.” The 

basic way we think and feel—and also walk and 
talk and carry on generally—is laid down during 
this period. We are egos from the day we were 


born, if not before, but we only become fully 
conscious egos, thinking and feeling in our own 
individual, personal way which doesn’t change 


much for the rest of our lives, by round about the 
age of seven. Full conscious memory of events in our lives goes back in 
most of us to about age five. Beyond that we usually only have a frag- 
mental recall of isolated incidents. However, under hypnosis or by means 
of other related psychological techniques we may recover other earlier 
material in detail. When we do, we discover just how much emotion is 
bound up with everything which comes to light. The ) period is the most 
emotional period of our whole lives. We didn’t reason then—our response 
to everything was in terms of feeling, and it is this fact which gives to this 
period its tremendous formative power. Later life events may be trau- 
matic, but because we are able to think about them, compare them and 
have opinions about them we can distance ourselves from them to an ex- 
tent which was never possible in early childhood. We can stand outside 
them whereas in childhood we are totally in all that happens to us. It is 
only in rare situations like religious conversion or psychological brain- 
washing where deliberate use is made of hypnotic techniques to uproot 
earlier patterns and implant new ones that fundamental changes can be 
made later in life in what a person actually is. Otherwise once the Lunar 
foundations are laid they are laid and that is that. They aren’t soft! They 
are as solid as concrete. 


A LRIGHT—she isn’t our Individuality but she most certainly is 
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The ) is not weak. She is like the Queen in chess. Even though she 
cannot survive if the King, the ©, is taken she is far more agile than he is 
and infinitely stronger and more formidable than all the other pieces on the 
board. The © may be our fundamental, inmost individuality but the ) 
packs a dense, structured mass of subconscious feelings and attitudes 
around that inner core, and these are the self that most other people who 
know us are conscious of as us. The individuality has to try to make itself 
felt through all this surrounding layer of second-nature response patterns. 
Pray for a well aspected )! Where ) and © afflict each other the indi- 
viduality may never fully express itself. After the age of seven as a rule 
only little unimportant bits of Lunar structure get chipped off and changed 
by the events and insights of life. Marriages may make a few dents or 
build on new knobs but otherwise it stays the same, unaffected by the ag- 
ing of the body housing it, even if we lose a leg or an arm or an eye. which 
is why we recognize our friends and they recognize us after 20, 30, 40 or 
50 years. They smile the same way when we meet them again and may 
even say the same things. 

Most people know that the ) represents our feeling side, our emotional 
side, but comparatively few realize just how strong that makes her. Those 
who pride themselves on hiding or repressing their feelings tend to look 
down on emotion, equating it with weakness. So they think the ) is weak, 
too. They are much mistaken. Feeling 
precedes thought and is stronger than 
thought. It is very difficult to alter feel- 


ings by thinking but the reverse is quite oF 
easy. Both the way we think and what WA a 
we think are equally readily directed or 

changed by the way we feel. We do eve- 

rything best when we feel like doing it. 3 


When we don’t feel like it, then it gets 

difficult. If you are very emotional you 

can’t think at all. This applies particularly to the emotions of anger and 
love, the signatures of o’ and 9, but the ) channels the emotions of all the 
planets through the subconscious, which she rules. All the planets have 
emotions, though because most of them are more diffuse and long lasting 
than those of o or ¢ they are probably better characterized as moods, for 
we may not actually feel we are emotional when we are under their sway. 
B induces a fanatical dedication, ¥ a definite sense of picking up the at- 
mosphere or feel of a place or situation, and K a curious excitement asso- 
ciated with discovering new principles and the opportunity to change es- 
tablished patterns. These are quite unmistakable once one has learnt to 
spot them, in oneself or others. However, the optimistic warmth of \ and 
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the obstructive, negative coldness of + are the ones we all know best be- 
cause everyone instinctively recognizes them. They have passed into eve- 
ryday language as jovial or saturnine characteristics. All of these moods 
last and most definitely color our thinking, even though we may still re- 
main able to think. Sometimes, however, the coloring becomes extreme 
and induces distortion, particularly in the cases of Plutonian and saturnine 
moods. Then positive impulses may become destructive compulsions and 
negative ones turn into inhibitions or phobias. Both of these extremes 
are forms of psychopathology and in the past this was always called Lu- 
nacy. 

Whenever you walk across the room, your ) is walking you across the 
room. When you lift your arm to pick something up, your ) is lifting your 
arm for you and gripping your hand around whatever it is you want. The 
) is everything we can do, once we have learnt to do it. She is every lan- 
guage we have ever learnt—our mother tongue first of all, naturally, but 
also any other we pick up later on once we can speak it automatically, as 
second nature, and think in it without thinking about it. Because she 
works along with ¥, since they are co-rulers of the mind, we usually have 
to think first in order to acquire any particular skill, whether it is riding a 
bicycle, swimming, or whatever, but once we have figured it out it is she 
who remembers it and assures us solid control over it. Once we can do it 
there is no more thinking about it—she just does it. We walk and talk and 
sit down and get up and it is her doing it all the time. We can think about 
other things while she does it. And she can execute the most complex in- 
terrelated movements, as in driving a car or playing a piano. People who 
can sight read music at the piano are able to do so because they never 
think about their fingers or the keyboard at all. They know their ) will 
direct everything to reproduce precisely what is indicated on the printed 
page. 

It helps to have the } in a Sign congenial or appropriate for the skill 
one wishes to acquire but this is not a critical requirement. Since all the 
other planets ultimately work subconsciously through the ) she can ex- 
tract and express the characteristic strength or ability of any Sign as long 
as there is a planet in it somewhere in the chart.’ 


$ Xenophobia and compulsive dedication to removing or destroying people 
regarded as intruders are glaring examples from the former Yugoslavia. 

7 Tt was this principle which first made me suspect the existence of a planet in 
I somewhere in my own chart. It was necessary to account for my persistent 
involvement with a variety of languages. See my article on Hephzstos in Con- 
siderations Vol. VIII No. 3, July-September 1993. 
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ability to absorb from all the Signs and all the other planets. 
What exactly is her signature or identifying mark when she rises 
or is otherwise emphasized in a chart? 

It is actually very difficult to answer this. She usually gives the com- 
mon touch and a natural ability to get on with people en masse, though 
there may be problems in precisely these spheres if she is badly afflicted, 
particularly by 4 who seems to be her chief enemy.’ A )-rising person 
knows what people in general are thinking and feeling and usually doesn’t 
like to get too far away from them by being notably individual in any par- 
ticular way. In the main ) rising shows forth the principle of the Sign she 
is in. This is particularly so when she is in four of the negative Signs 
since she seems to feel most at home being receptive. ) rising in H, &, & 
or TI doesn’t look very different from any of these Signs rising on its own. 
All that one might say is that each one is a little bit more so. % and Ml are 
a bit different. o is exalted in and o and E rule MN, and a cutting qual- 
ity seems to enter in because of that. ) in is definitely more officious 
and irritatingly managing than @ on its own and ) in Tl can be hard, vin- 
dictive and jealous. Of course these two Signs are respectively those of 
the )’s Detriment and Fall. 

There isn’t usually an unpleasant quality about the ) in a positive Sign 
but there commonly is the quality of a bit more so once again, sometimes 
combined with a rather feminist insistence on being right.? We know for 
instance that {2 rising even on its own gives a histrionic, slightly theatrical 
quality to the personality, along with some organizing ability, but ) in Q 
can make a person not so much a true organizer as a bullfrog, never 
happy unless he or she is blowing himself or herself up somewhere in 
public. ) in T has that fresh, ruddy, open air look all polished up as 
though posing for the cover of a glossy magazine. The Air Signs are less 
distinctive. The ) seems to be well placed in Air and ) in ~ is particu- 
larly harmonious, probably because of this Sign’s humanitarian interests. 
) in ¥ is fun but loud. The Sign seems to rob the ) of her sensitivity to 
the feelings of others. 


[= PROBLEM of the anonymity of the ) is bound up with her 


moniously with one another. Jealousy, competition and backbiting 
usually enter into the picture somewhere, and not merely in modern 
Western society where they openly vie with one another in the marriage 


|: IS WELL KNOWN that two women rarely get on completely har- 


® 9 too is badly troubled by ». 
° Note that this applies to men with the ) in positive Signs as well as to 
women. 
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stakes or for male attention generally. It happens even when they live to- 
gether in Moslem harems where the primacy and authority of the first wife 
is strictly insisted upon. The ) and @ never quite get on either, and for the 
same basic reasons. Mother Grundy never approves of 9’s goings on. 
The mythological writer Velikoysky maintained that the planet 2 is actu- 
ally a newcomer on the celestial scene, having only been ejected from ¥ in 
about 1500 BC Before that the ) was the only significator of woman in 
the heavens and as such she was of course above all the mother, And 
mama ruled! 

Whether one believes Velikovsky or not the mother goddess is by far 
the oldest of all historically known divine figures. She appears in figurine 
or picture form in all the earliest known human cultures, always depicted 
as a woman in an advanced stage of pregnancy. In those dangerous pri- 
meval times she was the guarantor of the survival of the race, and ina 
very real sense women had the only lasting, effective power in the com- 
munity then. They lived longer than men who tended to be killed off early 
while hunting. Thus they represented continuity. Even later on in agricul- 
tural communities, when men took the titular lead and women lost author- 
ity and tended to become property, they still exerted an enormous real 
power anonymously, behind the scenes, while men merely strutted on the 
forefront of the stage. This is when the chief wife and mother acquired 
recognized authority over the other women, still ensuring the basic stabil- 
ity and continuity of the community as a social unit. 

“But this is all very well,” says the modern Western feminist woman. 
“Why stay behind the scenes?” Ever since the suffragette movement of 
the 1890’s and especially since the 1960’s when feminism definitely 
emerged as a new force, women have been protesting their backseat role. 
They don’t want to be anonymous any more. As they put it: “Jack’s fa- 
ther is a colonel or an accountant but Jack’s mother is just Jack’s mother. 
Who wants to be known simply as somebody’s mother?” 

Essentially this initiative is more of a Venusian than a Lunar phe- 
nomenon yet in today’s world I sometimes wonder, Perhaps the ) is be- 
hind it too, or at least backing it, half wanting to do so openly. \4’s 
authority has fallen so low that all the other planets are bidding to be top 
dog now. Why not the ) as well? In fact she could most probably claim 
to be stronger than any of them if it came to a showdown! 

So women marry and keep their own names and single parenthood is 
the order of the day. (A minority of men with strong © traits also get in 
on the single-parent scene.) Women fly airplanes and fight in the Gulf 
War, have babies between shifts, and return to the planes and wars again. 
Or they become lawyers and direct companies. Even those who don’t do 
any of these things but marry instead all have jobs outside the home. A 
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woman can’t be a self-respecting woman today in the Western World 
without a job. 

But the ) isn’t quite sure yet. From the security and safety of tradi- 
tionalism in the Moslem world she watches and ponders on it all. Even- 
tually she will choose which she likes best. It is just possible she might 
yet decide that seven years of absolute power and another ten or fifteen of 
guiding influence over those who are to walk openly on the world’s stage 
is worth the price of anonymity once again. Moreover she can then con- 
tinue to be guide as consort, without any risk of brickbats or name-calling. 
“None so noble as a virtuous woman” is a completely Lunar slogan. 


HAT I HAVE just written is a more momentous matter than 
some readers may imagine. Those who regard my personifica- 
tions of the ) and planets as an amusing idiosyncrasy may 
have smiled and not taken it literally—and therefore not taken it seriously 
either. Actually, however, it leads straight on into a topic on which I 
touched very briefly at the end of my article on the Lesser Benefic’’, 
namely dependence. The fact is that the )’s chief power over human be- 
ings is exerted through bonds of dependence, emotionally and subcon- 
sciously and also quite objectively. We are all inevitably dependent on 
each other because we are a social species. And the ) governs the whole 
process because the ) is a social planet—the social planet; the planet of 
people. The bonds themselves are infinitely various for they encompass 
every form of link or obligation which we tacitly feel to be binding on us 
in some way or another to another human being or beings. But they all 
start from and grow out of the solidest link of all, that of mother and child. 
It begins at conception, for the whole reproductive process, though 
technically a Plutonian, VIIIth House matter, is watched over by the ) 
from zygote through embryo and fetus, the whole world of the womb, to 
the breaking of the water sac, birth and the final extrusion of the placenta. 
Our ) is nothing if not intimate and women are very conscious of this. 
Each one of them experiences the realization that a separate, conscious, 
developing ego is living with her and in her in the most intimate way pos- 
sible during the whole nine months of pregnancy. No woman remains 
unchanged by the experience for it searches her inmost being. The con- 
temporary desire to get back to the job or to the Gulf War as soon as pos- 
sible afterwards and all the hullabaloo about the right to abortion on de- 
mand are attempts to protest against it but essentially all of a woman’s 
female equipment and emotions are Lunar in nature. 
Her menses are a private Lunar concern and she knows it. Nowadays 
she marks them on the calendar. Primitive women knew when they were 
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due by the phase of the ), and many still do. And all women’s feelings 
change quite predictably in tandem with the menstrual cycle, through a 
period of relaxation and well being when sexual contact is usually wel- 
comed, often most strongly about the time of ovulation, to the final days 
of irritability and pre-menstrual tension just before the next difficult days 
are due. It was all so hush-hush and hidden from men’s eyes at one time 
but now everyone knows about it all through the advertisements in maga- 
zines and on the TV and the samples of equipment that drop into the letter 
box periodically. But publicity is the )’s province too. 

Pregnancy ends with childbirth and childbirth leads on to a whole new 
chain of dependencies. 

A newborn child is totally dependent on its mother for life support. 
Food, warmth and above all love are essential for its survival—above all 
love. But Lunar love differs fundamentally from Venusian love which, 
even though it is sexual, is (ideally) affirmative of maturity and independ- 
ence. Often, of course, it isn’t. It may be manipulative and possessive 
and enveloping. But this is really because then it isn’t actually Venusian 
love at all but a prolongation of Lunar love, which is essentially all take. 
Innumerable studies of infants have demonstrated incontrovertibly that 
right from day-one they are sending signals of need, of manipulative pos- 
sessiveness, to their care givers. They are not just helplessly passive. The 
mother and child relationship is a two-way business from the start. And it 
goes on that way. Babies are demanding, as all parents know only too 
well. They can yell. And even their coos and smiles are demands for love 
—cues for it. But mother love itself, which is idealized as all-giving and 
is certainly compulsively and self-sacrificially caring, also has an in- 
tensely possessive component to it. A mother’s child is her child, As he 
or she matures it can be intensely difficult for her, and frequently for fa- 
ther as well, to relinquish that ownership. And conversely it can be 
equally hard for the child to give up the feeling that someone should al- 
ways be there to come when needed, to care, and to supply his or her basic 
needs. It is a feeling which is all too often simply transferred to the mar- 
riage partner—and then it acts as a very potent glue. In fact the twin 
sense of duty and dependence, reinforced by social ratification, were what 
held together almost all marriages in the past. Moreover, even today, 
marriages cemented in this way, where one partner’s need or demand slots 
neatly into the complementary demand or need of the other, usually last 
longer than modern Venusian companionate marriages. The latter are the 
truly happy ones when they are successful, but not many are. Since they 
develop initially simply out of sexual attraction, many if not most couples 
usually come to wonder what drew them together in the first place when 
that wears off. The majority of marriages that persist are still held to- 
gether by the )’s love. A true companionate marriage demands maturity 
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and continual working at. Lunar love is easier because it has a longer 
history and so comes naturally and instinctively. 


UT IT IS not just in these direct and fairly obvious ways, i.e. 

during childhood by means of the interdependence between chil- 

dren and their parents and then on into marriages and so on where 
the relationship persists in wife/mother and husband/father that the ) has 
a hand in the way we live our lives. She has broadened out from this 
foundation, subtly playing on a kind of inborn insecurity and jealousy 
which exists between the sexes, to the extent that without most people 
consciously realizing it she is actually at the bottom of the pattern on 
which practically the whole of society has been organized and has carried 
on for millennia. 

Let us go back to the first beginnings to see how it has happened. 

In primitive times from the day that a girl began to menstruate she was 
separated off from the boys and became something different—one of the 
women. She was initiated into the women’s mysteries, from which men 
were rigidly excluded. Then, in response to this, male initiation ceremo- 
nies were started, initially as a sort of consolation prize to bolster the male 
ego. They gradually came to include tests of strength and endurance but 
fascinatingly enough initially they revolved around a ritual smearing with 
blood, in imitation of women’s menstrual blood. Men felt themselves to 
be deprived and inferior because they could not produce children and 
wanted to make up for it in some way. Many religious customs involving 
blood, including ritual cutting of the genitalia as in circumcision probably 
developed out of the male sense of deprivation because of the inability to 
menstruate. 

In almost all societies a more or less rigid separation of the sexes and 
division of community activities into those that are for men and those that 
are for women has become the social norm. Naturally few people of ei- 
ther sex consciously trace the division back to primeval initiation cere- 
monies and mysteries and for a very long time in most societies it has been 
the male sex that has arrogated leadership and superiority to itself.) 
Nevertheless the connection of the whole subject with religion and the un- 
easiness and insecurity which men instinctively feel whenever there is a 


1 Sigmund Freud’s psychological theory that women, confronted with the 
male sexual organ, fear they have been castrated and develop ‘penis envy’ is an 
amusing reversal of the original state of affairs. 

The Tchambuli tribe of New Guinea seems to be an exception to the general 
tule whereby men assume the governing role in the community. There it is the 
women who do this in council while the men dress their hair and engage in 
artistic pursuits. See the anthropologist Margaret Mead’s book Growing Up in 
New Guinea. 
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serious move on women’s part to alter the status quo shows clearly 
enough that something very fundamental is involved related to the male 
sense of identity. In the Hindu and Moslem worlds segregation still has 
all the force of religious tradition and authority behind it. Even though 
women have risen to be prime ministers in both Hindu India and Moslem 
Pakistan this innovation is largely in imitation of the modern Western 
model and does not at all influence the prevailing structure of society in 
these countries as a whole. 

In the West the separation was always more de facto than explicitly 
religious but even so it was everywhere totally accepted up till the end of 
the 19th Century as the somehow God-given way that society naturally 
ought to be organized. This century there has been a change, and as I said 
earlier the ) is watching it very carefully. It really became a viable 
proposition during the two world wars when women began to work in 
factories in large numbers, replacing men, and it became explicit in the 
sixties when feminist women clamored for total equality with men and 
abolition of all forms of sexual segregation. Since the 1890’s intelligent 
women have protested the fact that a woman was just not separate but 
inferior and subjected to a whole range of disabling legislation. Her prop- 
erty was never securely hers, for instance. Throughout the 19th Century 
whenever a woman married all she owned came under her husband’s 
authority to do whatever he liked with. Women were excluded from ca- 
reers such as medicine and very largely from higher education altogether. 
Gradually there had been improvements but now, said the 1960s femi- 
nists, the whole lot was to go and not even St. Paul’s injunction that a 
hie aaa should remain silent and obey her husband was going to shut them 
up.’ 

But where is it all going to lead to? That is the question the ) is ask- 
ing. The ) is a woman"? and governs women in general and strangely 
enough women in general actually seem to experience a kind of strength in 
anonymity. Not those who are going to become film or fashion stars of 


"2 See Ephesians 5:33. 
(Let) the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

Also I Timothy 2:8-12: 
I will therefore.... that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array; but (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. Let 
the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to 
teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 
' The ) is not female in all cultures. In German she is ‘Der Maan’, an old 
man, and the Man in the Moon is everywhere widely known in folk mythology. 
Nevertheless even in Teutonic mythology, at its deepest level, the ) is the con- 
sort of the © and as such inevitably female. 
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course. Venusian women do like their names to be known, but paradoxi- 
cally even then the names by which they become known are often rather 
more like symbols than names just like male names. Marilyn Monroe has 
passed into mythology as a sex symbol and so have Greta Garbo, Mae 
West, Brigitte Bardot and Madonna. Often of course these names were 
not really their own names at all but ones chosen for them by publicity 
agents. Even women who have become famous while using their true le- 
gal names—prime ministers like Mrs. Thatcher, Indira Gandhi and Golda 
Meir for instance—were using their married names, i.e. their husband’s 
names. 

How many really. memorable women have there been in history ? 
[What a dangerous question for a man to ask in any social gathering today 
where women are present!] A few names unquestionably stand out, among 
the inevitable procession of men—women such as Queen Jezebel of an- 
cient Israel, Agrippina the mother of Nero, Catherine the Great of Russia, 
Queen Victoria, and Mary the mother of Jesus. All of these were un- 
doubtedly great and unforgettable personalities in their own right, as 
prominent as any man who has ever figured on the world stage. Yet even 
in their cases, with the possible exception of 
Catherine the Great, the influence and effect they \ | tf 
had upon the men with whom they were most Ss 7 
closely associated was probably more significant 
than any of their own personal activities. Napo- 
leon, Hitler and Mahatma Gandhi were Napo- 
leon, Hitler and Mahatma Gandhi but a woman fy 
somehow seems to assume, or become invested Dae 
with, an identity when she becomes a public fig- a.) 
ure. It is like when a cardinal becomes Pope. 

Before the election he was Cardinal Roncalli or 

Cardinal Montini. Now he is John XXIII or Paul VI. Certainly women 
can do the job but women who become public figures, in whatever field, 
even when they are definitely being themselves as some of the sex symbols 
most certainly are, still seem to be taking office when they ‘come out’, In 
a strange way they lose their personal identity as they become publicly 
known. Their personal identity is the identity they have while they are 
anonymous! 

The most anonymous role a woman ever assumes is that of mother. 
She may be Jean, Sue, Ellen or Mary but to her child she is Mammy—my 
Mummy. What about father? Yes, he is Daddy too, for a brief period in 
the evenings or at weekends, but for the rest of the time he is Bill Jones 
and that is how he thinks of himself. He can never think and feel himself 
to be Daddy the way a woman thinks herself and feels herself to be 
Mummy. Even when he is a single parent, he says “I’m being Daddy and 
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Mummy too.” Not so a woman. She never thinks of herself as Daddy! 
She is a working mother or a single mother but always just a mother, It is 
her Lunar nature to be so, And despite the protests of her modern persona 
she really acquires more psychological power and influence by being so 
than any conceivable other role could possibly ever give her. 

The Jews probably recognize this more closely than any other people 
do. Jewish racial identity is inherited through the mother, not the father, 
and every Jewish boy knows that a Jewish momma is a force to be reck- 
oned with. 

Do you not see the ) in this ? As a woman of course she is a feminist 
but as a momma she also likes to see her sons running the family business 
and doing well in the world, ; 

And when momma behaves like this everything in the world somehow 
slots into place. Society becomes stabile, Yes, of course, her daughter 
can become a doctor or run the estate agency or go into politics but she’s 
going to be a momma and run her own family too. And we know that men 
play football or cricket or baseball and huge crowds watch them and 
cheer. You can see it on the TV. Or they become Masons or Elks or Odd 
Fellows and call each other ‘worshipful master’ and bring their wives 
along once a year on Ladies Night.'* Or they go into the army. Most of 
the fighting is still done by men until things get really nasty, when women 
take a hand. Or they go down the mine. There are all sorts of places 
where women don’t go much because it’s nice to think the men are out of 
the way there. They encourage them and know all about everything that is 
going on, but a Jewish emancipated woman knows just how far to go and 
when to leave the men alone, 

But a mother’s psychological power doesn’t always work like this 
throughout the Western world. It can be a power for harm as well as for 
infinitely constructive good. 

Life is about Separating people into good guys and bad guys. We know 
it from all the Westerns and Whodunits we see on the films and the TV 
but actually it is a basic instinct which goes right back to earliest child- 
hood. The essential question then was “are you a good boy (or girl) or are 
you bad?” And we ourselves looked for the adult who was nice to us and 
loved us and picked us up and gave us food and feared the ones who 
weren’t and didn’t. As adults we still automatically and instinctively type 
people all the time in basically the same way. Law courts are simply for- 
malized cradles where we intellectualize the typing and apply rules of evi- 
dence to it while all the time goodness and badness still fundamentally 
remain a matter of whether you like or dislike and are liked or disliked. 


4 Co-Masons — Lodges which admit women — are still never regarded as 
completely kosher. Lodges are places for boys. 
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Remember that the first-temptation in the Garden of Eden was the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. We think we can make a science of it and 
all %’s rules of law are about just that. But why do you think the arche- 
typal figure of Justice depicted above the Law Court building is wearing a 
blindfold? 

Tm not going further into this because if I do I shall come up against 
the people who say there is such a thing as Absolute Good, and conse- 
quentially also Absolute Evil. That kind of Dualism, the idea that an alto- 
gether Good God is opposed by an altogether Evil Devil is disposed of in 
Isaiah 45: 7, where God says: 


I form the light and create darkness. I make peace faridic create evil: 
I the LORD do all these things. 


Most people get along OK most of the time judging others and being 
judged in a rough and ready way.'* Social approval and disapproval is a 
hit or miss business and we know we sometimes get more than we deserve 
and sometimes less, but as long as it roughly balances out and we get 
ahead if we feel we’re really good and see the real baddies clobbered we 
are satisfied. Unfortunately it doesn’t always work out like that. It can 
seem to be all the wrong way round. People who look like real baddies 
receive favored treatment and get ahead while others become scapegoats 
and can never do a thing right however hard they try or however well they 
mean. Does that sound familiar? It’s an old kindergarten pattern that has 
become ingrained for life. If you are one of the scapegoats, almost cer- 
tainly you were one as a child. Then as sure as eggs you’ll draw the same 
pattern to you time and time again throughout life. The only remedy is to 
recognize the pattern and go back if possible over those first seven Lunar 
years. Hear mother’s voice and the kindergarten teachers’ voices, remem- 
ber the way you felt and spot the way you reacted. That last is the clue. 
Change the reaction and you change the pattern. 

This of course is a gross over-simplification. For one thing fathers 
obviously enter into the reaction-producing process as well as mothers and 
kindergarten teachers. Very much so. But the fundamental principle is, 
as we have seen, that all our basic reaction patterns are laid down during 
the first seven years of life, the Lunar period. Recognition of this fact is 
the foundation upon which the whole art of psychoanalysis has been built 
up and developed. The ) rules memory. We all know this because her 
Sign & is notorious for never forgetting hurts and clinging onto anything 
with an emotional connotation. Cancerians are collectors—it doesn’t 


1S Jesus warned against the practice, but to no avail. See Matthew 7:1-2: 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 
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matter whether it is of valuable antiques or of bric-a-brac. They can’t let 
things go, and neither can the ). She is the great defender, building safes 
and houses and castles and fortified places'® to ‘keep in’ all those things 
and people who are hers and keep out everything and everyone else; all the 
‘outsiders’. And similarly she builds all those psychological defenses with 
which we surround our vulnerable personal egos which psychoanalysts 
have become adept at spotting as clues to buried traumas. 

The ) doesn’t reason. She recalls things associatively. She remem- 
bers Bill because she met him with Ellen that time that Ellen was scream- 
ing blue murder at Dad. And this too is a technique the psychoanalysts 
have cottoned onto—free association. What comes into your mind when 
you think of so-and-so or such-and-such? Dreams too. Dreams are spon- 
taneous free association. Time past and time present and people we knew 
as children and people we know now all happen and relate to each other 
together. Someone whose name is Bill 
appears as someone else whose name is 
also Bill. And yet while we dream it is all 
so obviously the way things really are. 
And as psychoanalysts have realized, it 
Teally is the way things really are for us, 
for it is the way we are recalling every- 
thing and feeling about everything subcon- 
sciously, and the subconscious level is the level we actually live our lives 
from and react from all the time, however adult and ‘with it’ we con- 
sciously imagine ourselves to be and project ourselves as being to our 
husbands, wives, children, employers and the world generally. 


than the way human beings think and feel deep inside, further even 

than human beings themselves, on and on and on into the animal 
world and the world of plants, perhaps even into the mineral world since 
minerals too grow and evolve. Everything in this world is connected, and 
all connections are made, preserved and strengthened by the ). She rules 
all growth. All the swelling of fruit, all the greening of grass and flower- 
ing of trees and bushes, all the succulence of meadows as the year pro- 
gresses, are under her care. The planets merely ask her to swell things out 
a bit here or there, or pinch them in, or make things a bit bigger or smaller 
or more luscious or numerous, to imprint their own signatures in what she 
is doing. 4 gives people big feet and an open countenance, while 4 pre- 
fers a spare, stringy look and dark or very pale, white skin. o looks 


B UT IT GOES FURTHER—much further—even than this, further 


16 See the charts of two well-known architects, both Cancerians, later in this 
article. 
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ruddy and aggressive, and ¥ chooses an unmistakeable dreamy look. And 
the meadows and forests are affected by them too in analogous ways. 2 
gets rather more closely involved, being a woman herself, taking a particu- 
lar interest in the ripening of things for reproduction and the production of 
seed, but even she cannot do anything on her own. The basic processes of 
growth are Lunar. The Earth’s orbital motion around the © makes the 
year and its 24-hour rotation causes the day and night but all that happens 
cyclically to life as it waxes and wanes during the day and the year is the 
province of the ). 

There is a hymn about everything that exists which the majority of us 
probably knew and sang as children. To re-evoke the atmosphere of that 
trusting Lunar period it is worth while to reproduce it here in full: 


All things bright and beautiful 
All creatures great and small 
All things wise and wonderful 
The Lord God made them all. 
Each little flower that opens 
Each little bird that sings 
He made their glowing colors 
He made their tiny wings. 


The purple headed mountain 
The river running by 
The sunset and the moming 
that brightens up the sky, 
The cold wind in the winter 
The pleasant summer sun 
The ripe fruits in the garden 
He made them everyone. 


The tall trees in the greenwood 
The meadows where we play 
The rushes by the water 
We gather every day 
He gave us eyes to see them 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty 
Who has made all things well. 


It is all perfectly true, for we do well to remember the ©, the Greater 
Light, who makes all life possible on this planet. But really the Queen of 
the Night has always overseen the task for him without anyone being any 
the wiser. Have you ever seen a flower grow or a fruit turn ripe? No, 
because it does so imperceptibly from inside, silently, subconsciously, by 
the workings of the processes of life which the ) rules. The world is an 
egg, perpetually fertile and hatching. 
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How is it done? There is a time for everything and the ), with her 
phases, is the archetypal clock. It has been shown for instance that shell- 
fish, living in tanks a thousand miles from the sea, open and shut regularly 
in tune with the rhythm of the tides, ebbing and flowing twice a day under 
the }’s governance. The Biblical writers knew the principle well enough 
as we may see from Ecclesiastics 3:1-8: 


To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven; a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a 
time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to 
heal; a time to break down and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance; a time to 
cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to em- 
brace and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to get and a time 
to lose; a time to keep and a time to cast away; a time to rend and a 
time to sew; a time to keep silent and a time to speak; a time to love, 
and a time to hate; a time of war and a time of peace. 


The ) is the celestial housekeeper, an occupation in which economy 
and timing is everything. A wasteful housewife or one who can never 
have the house cleaned and the meals ready on time is the despair of every 
marriage, and for all housewives and housekeepers the ) is the archetypal 
model. Never think that the ) is impractical. That is as wide of the mark 
as the idea that she is weak. She has been running the show down here 
since terrestrial life began and is totally down-to-earth and clued up. She 
has a natural feel for how things should go—the feel that is really the se- 
cret of good housekeeping. For housekeeping is actually not something 
male that is thought out and planned intellectually and consciously like a 
business. It is practical, yes, as practical as you can get'”, but you have 
to have an instinct for it, just as the ) rules all of life below the human 
level by means of instinct. Humans respond to ? as well, which by and 
large the lower kingdoms do not. The ) is quite enough for them. I am 
naturally not saying that we should go back and become sub-human once 
again but it is certainly a fact worth pondering on that up to a mere couple 
of million years ago when man first appeared on the scene the ) got on 
quite nicely on her own without § thank you. Think of all the myriad life 
forms that have ever existed—all run by instinct; a stunning achievement! 
But a lot of very good housekeepers manage the same way as long as they 
can tell the time of day and know where supplies are coming from and 


There is nothing wasteful or sentimental about Mother Moon. She is totally 
ruthless and one pointed in concentrating on the main chance and will neglect 
or kill off a sickly chick or kitten. Modern business executives have nothing on 
her. 
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how much they cost. Of course modern feminist woman is rebelling 
against it. She wants her cut of $ too. 

Part (a big part) of the trouble is that Lunar work is universally under- 
valued and underpaid—just as in the hymn quoted above where praise and 
thanks are given only to God and none to His consort. Goddesses did fig- 
ure in the Greco-Roman pantheon’® but since patriarchal Jewish religious 
times they have been out, and the pattern has been reflected in society at 
large. You can see this beautifully illustrated in the prestige enjoyed by 
the medical profession in comparison to the nursing profession. I referred 
to this earlier in passing when I said that the conception/birth process was 
technically a o'-B T-VIIIth House matter, and generally accepted as 
such, even though the ) actually watches over it continuously right from 
the moment of fertilization of the ovum up till the delivery of the baby. 
All the different bodily areas said to be ruled by the different Signs and 
Houses are actually very much like medical specializations. They were 
worked out by medieval doctors who made use of astrology in their diag- 
noses. (Paracelsus was the most notable of these.) They are accurate for 
the purpose of pinpointing the site of the disease from examination of a 
decumbiture chart’”, but as far as the general running of the body is con- 
cerned it is the ) who looks after every part from head to toe. 

Doctors are essentially technicians. They may be kind and understand- 
ing technicians but technicians they remain. It is nurses who have the on- 
going everyday care of patients and who relate to them as people in the 
round. Naturally both of them are totally matter of fact and unfazed by 
the most intimate bodily details. They know all about urination and ex- 
cretion and the functioning of the genital organs—everything in fact which 
is not mentioned in polite society and only referred to crudely in coarse 
society. But strangely enough nurses have a longer history of this than 
doctors. In medieval times and even up until the 19th century babies were 
delivered by midwives, not doctors, because they knew far more about 
women than doctors did. At Cambridge University medical school until 
the 1850’s medical students were given almost no training in this ‘delicate 
subject’. In Scotland and Germany things were a little better, but not 
much. It is possibly only since women began to be admitted to the medi- 
cal profession from the turn of the 19th-20th century that things have im- 
proved. Even so, the tradition of medicine as a technical, basically male- 


18 Even there the gods occupied the forefront of the stage. People tended to 
giggle at what the goddesses did. In recent times the witchcraft cult has been 
trying to bring women back into the picture—even making the Goddess the 
center of it, as Isis was in Egyptian times. 

‘9 This is a chart cast for the moment when the patient first took to his or her 
bed. Medieval doctors used decumbiture charts very much as modern doctors 
use X-rays. 
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oriented profession persists. Women doctors may be more human and 
approachable than male ones but even they have to preserve their superi- 
ority to and distinctiveness from nurses. In the nursing profession, simi- 
larly, male nurses are regarded as a bit of an oddity. That is why they 
have to be called ‘male nurses’. A nurse per se is a woman. A male 
nurse is a bit like the Man in the Moon, 

A nurse has everything to do with the intimate, down-to-earth concerns 
of patients and their illnesses. Society doesn’t regard their work as a 
business, like being a doctor, so it feels it is a bit improper that they 
should be paid for it. They are expected to exist on a pittance, enlisting in 
the profession out of a sense of vocation to care for others, as a good 
woman should, and to obey the doctor’s orders. The same applies to So- 
cial Workers—another Lunar field. These often do very similar work to 
psychotherapists, at a quarter of the pay, in addition to coping with an 
enormous amount of essential drudgery looking after the abused, deprived 
and underprivileged in society while being looked down upon for doing 
it.” If one queries this, or even draws attention to it, the invariable re- 
sponse is that the community can’t afford to do more. The welfare budget 
is too high as it is and these people who depend on it are where they are by 
their own fault or laziness anyway. Really good presidents are those like 
Ronald Reagan who cut down on welfare. 

The fact must be faced that there is a great deal of dissatisfaction with 
Lunar occupations in the world today. Traditionally the ) is Queen. She 
was Queen of the Royal Celestial Household and every woman as her rep- 
resentative alter ego has been queen in traditional marriage since time 
immemorial up until roughly the beginning of this century. That was 
woman’s role—a different role from man’s but generally recognized at the 
deepest level to be that of an equal. But today, in the West especially but 
not only there, for it must be admitted that it is happening to some degree 
everywhere else as well, the female ego is grumbling. Women want to 
experiment with breaking with all of that, for it hasn’t worked out fairly. 
For three thousand or more years women have been treated as different 
and un-equal. They have done all the smelly and dirty work, cleaning up 
after children and incontinent old people, and the more they did of it the 
more they were treated as if that was all they were good for. Moslem men 
have claimed and been accorded the right to own several women at one 
time and the Moslem religious heaven is a place of reward for men only in 
which their every whim is gratified by a beautiful and obedient young girl, 

What is to be done? in the West generally women have not yet advo- 
cated going as far as the Tchambuli tribe I mentioned earlier, in New 
Guinea, where they have taken over the whole show themselves, leaving 


© Does this remind you of the way you’ve always looked upon the ) till now? 
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the men to dress their hair. The official ideal, plugged by psychologists 
and all the newspaper Aunt Agony columns, is the companionate marriage 
where sex roles and duties are not clearly differentiated. Men wash the 
floor and the dishes, cook the meals, and feed the children and put them to 
bed along with their wives. And wives go out to work. The two sexes are 
to recognize that they need each other because their sexual reproductive 
equipment is different and complementary, but that fact is to be treated as 
being as close an approximation to a mere incidental as possible. 

But does it work? Lesbian relationships, in which the women con- 
cerned may occasionally use men simply to procreate children but not for 
permanent contacts, are on the increase, as are male homosexual relation- 
ships. Is this a warning sign? Or have the two sexes separately really al- 
ways tended to congregate together? Jung wrote of the type of society he 
encountered in Morocco where the only true emotional and romantic rela- 
tionships which existed were between men. Women were a caste apart, 
used only for child conception and rearing. In Ancient Greece too male 
homosexuality was an accepted norm” and one Greek philosopher de- 
scribed the depiction of a woman in love in a public play as a degrading 
and ridiculous spectacle. 

Actual love between the sexes may not be as universal or natural a 
phenomenon as we take it for granted to be nowadays, having had it 
drummed into us first in the Victorian novel and during this century by 
Hollywood and the TV. We have been programmed to look to the oppo- 
site sex for love but this seems to be a new phenomenon, possibly the 
work of 2, the newcomer and upstart (in the eyes of the )), who has 
magnified and romanticized the whole significance of the subject. The 
Lunar world per se is indifferent to it. Remember that there are many 
species of spider where the female gobbles up the male once he has fecun- 
dated her. 

It makes you think, doesn’t it? 

But there is one thing you can’t get away from—you can’t get away 
from the ). She’s always there in all of us, still just running the show. 
She is subconsciousness as contrasted with objective or daylight con- 
sciousness. We drift into a sort of semi-awareness of this consciousness 
in dreams but it goes far, far deeper than anything we ever consciously 
know we experience. As we have seen, the ) beats our hearts, breathes 
our lungs and circulates our blood, because it is the subconscious which 


21 In medieval times the institution of Knight and Squire was a very close re- 
lationship between two men which may also very possibly have had a homo- 
sexual connotation. Women were idealized and upheld as symbols of virtue to 
spur their men to deeds of Christian piety and manly heroism but equal love 
relationships between the sexes in the modern sense were virtually unknown. 
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runs all of Nature. Objective consciousness is only a potential power, just 
beginning to flex its muscles, but she is power, and even those muscles 
came from her. True, she is changeable. She has her phases, as all 
women do. But that changeableness is also one of her strengths. It is the 
source of her power to adapt and evolve—by surrendering untenable po- 
sitions. Men stick out their chins and stand by their religious principles 
and whatever they have said they believe in and will do, and invariably 
with the passage of time every one of them gets knocked out, along with 
their beliefs and principles. It is women, because they are able to think 
with both hemispheres of their brains at the same time, and can thus see 
and understand both sides of a question or situation where men see only 
one side, who recognize the necessity for compromise or adaptation. And 
it is they who teach the next generation. 


women are her special favorites since in effect they represent her 

here. In the charts of both sexes she is the overall significator of 

the mother, along with the Midheaven. By reason of the depend- 
ence principle which I discussed in detail earlier she is also frequently the 
prime significator of the marriage partner in male charts, through her first 
and sometimes also subsequent applications. The © fulfills a similar role 
in women’s charts. In the charts of both sexes the ) also indicates the 
native’s ability or inability to relate to women, whether other women or 
the opposite sex, and the effect they will have in the life generally. 

Another important illustration of her presence in both sexes is the way 
in which both men and women tend to exchange roles as they grow older. 
Men tend to be more extrovert and dominant in the first half of life, the 
period during which by tradition women’s attention is focused on child 
bearing and rearing. Women become more extrovert when this biological 
duty is over. In the past, when couples had six or seven or even more chil- 
dren and the average expectation of life was only somewhere in the early 
fifties, a woman did not have much longer to live once the last child was 
off her hands. Consequently she rarely had much opportunity to show 
what she could become in the second half of life. Today, however, as 
women have fewer children and so are freer at an earlier age to think of 
other things, and as both sexes can now expect to reach their seventies 
with women having the longer life expectancy of the two, women fre- 
quently emerge in middle age as the dominant partner. Then they join the 
Theosophical Society (where they outnumber men by nearly 9 to 1) or the 
Lions Club, or become active in politics. Their men don’t understand 
these things or have lost the appetite for them or curiosity about them. If 
they are wise they stay at home and look after the garden, taking pride in 
its Lunar cycles of growth. Where this doesn’t happen and either of the 


B= OF COURSE the ) is present in both sexes even though 
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sexes insists on having his or her partner around all the time at beck and 
call, advancing age can be a period of misery. The right way is the grad- 
ual change-over. It seems to be the authentic ultimate Lunar cycle. 


example charts as one can do with one on a planet like o* or 4, The ) 

is always prominent, wherever she is in a chart. A dear lady, the wife 

of an astrologer friend of mine, once said to me proudly, “I’ve got the 
) in my horoscope.” So have we all. In my article on Venus, the Lesser 
Benefic, I said that all the inner planets, plus o* as well to some extent, 
have a quality of being in us, part of our essential make-up, whereas the 
outer ones, including the Greater Benefic 4, have an exterior quality. 
They refer to opportunities or problems which happen to us or come to us. 
But the ) is unquestionably the most interior of all. Wherever she is, she 
is us, the way we feel about things. 

Oh yes, if she is in the [Xth you may travel, and if she is in the Xth 
you may be a politician or come before the public in some other way. But 
she may also give you a bit of travel, or at least contact with traveled 
people, as well as interaction with people in general, in the context of 
whatever House she is placed in, because that is her nature. She rules the 
everyday social life of all human beings, with all their desperate search for 
security combined at the same time with persistent hankering for change. 
She is the archetypal conservative yet at the same time she has none of the 
cold rigidity of % nor the emphasis on wealth and pomp that the regal (OQ) 
and priestly (4) conservatives make so much of. What she seeks to con- 
serve is security for life, and life requires freedom for change and growth. 

What I have decided to do is to discuss quite briefly the charts of two 
people whom I regard as archetypal Cancerians. One of them had the O 
in ©, the other the Sign rising. What I mean by an archetypal Cancerian 
will appear from the discussion. 

I have already presented the chart of Jim Chapman-Taylor, my astro- 
logical mentor, in my article on the Lesser Benefic. There I did so to illus- 
trate the effects that the conjunction with B and square from \K to his 2 
had in his life. Here I wish to concentrate on his © in & in the Ist House, 
exactly 0% o @ in the Xth, see figure 1. 

Jim was an architect in New Zealand, a land plagued by earthquakes, 
where the majority of houses are built of wood. He worked in reinforced 
concrete. And as he was building houses for ordinary people he had to do 
it at no more than the cost of a conventional wooden house. It was a tre- 
mendous challenge but he was determined it was to be his life’s work. 
Some forty houses of his survived the earthquake in Napier in 1934 with 
no more than a couple of cracked chimneys though everything else in the 


lE IS NOT REALLY possible to illustrate an article on the ) with 
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town built of brick or concrete was totally destroyed. What a monument 
to the challenge of a square! Never mind that %, the planet of concrete, 
was in his Fall in T. Jim’s ) was in T too. He was the born pioneer, 
able to turn an affliction into an asset. He had to fight all the prevailing 
prejudice against building in a rigid material and no trine aspect could 
ever have given him the dogged determination to do it. 

Today the houses he built for a few hundred pounds in the 1920’s and 
30°s fetch astronomical prices in modern New Zealand dollars. The 
wooden ones nearby are borer riddled and rotten. 

He also made wonderful furniture, using Australian Jarra hardwood. 
His ideal was always something that would endure but which would be 
within the price range of ordinary people. 


Figure 1: 


J. W. Chapman-Taylor 
2:50 a.m. GMT, June 24, 1878 
South London, England: approx. 51N25, OW05 


Fragile beauty and finesse were not really within his ken, however. I 
was present on one occasion at the house of some other friends in Have- 
lock North (a dormitory town for professional people with offices in 
Napier and Hastings) when he called. They had just acquired some very 
beautiful Danish chairs with thin curved legs which they showed to him 
proudly. He shook his head and indicated where a cross bar should be 
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placed linking the legs, two or three inches above the ground. “It would 
make them much stronger,” he said. They were dumfounded. “Just think 
what a thick cross bar would look like there!” they said after he left. To 
me it was an illuminating and indeed hilarious experience of the encounter 
of two different world outlooks. Jim harked back to the medieval cottage. 
The center piece of all his houses was a hearth, a triangular fireplace built 
on a concrete base into the living room with an iron upright at the project- 
ing corner and a Biblical text blessing the home on a fretted iron screen 
running around the top. Everyone could sit around beside the open fire 
burning in this hearth, and it really warmed the room because it was in the 
Toom. 

On top of all this, with 3 rising in I and X in the astrologer’s degree of 
, he was a brilliant astrologer. Like everything else he did, he did it me- 
thodically and he drummed method into me too. Yet he was never fixed 
and immutable in his ideas. Here he showed the II rising. When Marga- 
ret Hone’s Modern Textbook of Astrology came out in about 1955, when 
he was 77, he read it with the same close attention he had paid to Alan 
Leo’s books fifty years before. And he changed to begin using the Equal 
House system of House division because of it. Whatever you personally 
may think are the merits or demerits of that system, you have to hand it to 
him for not being closed minded. 

I shall never forget the warm atmosphere of his house. I think of him 
with reverence.” 


Zealand to join the Cape Town Symphony Orchestra in South Africa. 

I heard him lecture at the Cape Town Lodge of the Theosophical So- 
ciety, of which he was then president. 

Like Jim Chapman-Taylor’s his chart (see figure 2) is a mixture of Air 
and Water though in his case the © is in the Air Sign =» and & rises. His 
) is in M whereas Jim’s was in T. » is not far away, as with Jim. 


if FIRST MET Ivan Mitford-Barberton in 1961 after I had left New 


72 He died in October 1958. In early 1984 I went to a Spiritualist church 
service in Portobello, Edinburgh, and the medium, a woman, picked me out. 
She said, “James is here.” I didn’t recognize the name. Then she said, “No— 
not James, Jim, Jim Taylor.” Immediately I said “Oh—oh, yes.” Then she 
began to say something more, a message of some sort, but I didn’t hear it. 
What had happened was that I had suddenly felt him and Marion, his wife, and 
I think his adopted daughter as well, all around me, with all the warmth and 
love that I remembered from 26 years before. It was an overwhelming experi- 
ence and I burst into tears. I too have & rising! I cannot remember the me- 
dium’s name. She lived in Penicuik. She subsequently went down to London 
to the Spiritualist center at Marylebone. I have never had another spiritualist 
experience like that one. 
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He too was a well-known architect but he is primarily remembered as a 
sculptor. One of his last works, completed just before his death, was the 
bronze statue of ex-South African prime minister Jan Smuts erected at 
the top of Adderley Street in Cape Town, near to St. George’s Cathedral. 
But there are many sculptures of his all over Cape Town and the sur- 
rounding countryside, including a leopard on the top of an inaccessible 
rock near Hout Bay harbor (inaccessible without ladders), and another 
called Serpent Fire depicting a flame rising from a coiled serpent, in allu- 
sion to the Hindu teaching about the divine fire of Kundalini. 


Figure 2: Ivan Mitford-Barberton 
3:25 p.m. GMT, February 1, 1896 
Somerset East, South Africa: 32846, 25E36, 


For many years he was the director of the Michaelis School of Art, the 
Cape Town University Art School on Government Avenue in the center of 
the city. Note the satellitium of ), + and X in Tl in his Vth House. But 
he was renowned there for his rigid conservatism. He had no time for 
modern experimental art of any kind. A picture or sculpture must look 
like what it was supposed to represent. One student described to me a 
lecture Ivan had given on the history of sculpture, illustrated by slides. At 
the very end were just six slides showing some work by Henry Moore and 
one or two other moderns. “All very horrible,” he had commented. Th 
can often be a rigidly conservative Sign and here, with the ) in it, it is 
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added to &’s natural feeling in that direction. )K’s presence only seems to 
have directed him to choose an esoteric subject to depict now and then. 

I never became as close to Ivan as I had been to Jim but nevertheless I 
sensed certain resemblances between them. I got to know him fairly well 
and he became godfather (in the Liberal Catholic Church) to my second 
daughter by my second marriage. I visited his home in Hout Bay on a 
number of occasions. It was called Castleton—a beautiful example of 
the Cancerian’s instinctive feeling that the home is a kind of fortified en- 
closure to protect one’s family. It was really a complex of houses, a sort 
of family village, rather than one house. A number of his grown-up chil- 
dren and their wives lived in the smaller houses around the main one. The 
main house itself reminded me of a medieval manor. The front door gave 
onto a big hall with columns from which passages led off to the bedrooms, 
dining room, kitchen, etc. On a hot day one came into this central hall and 
immediately experienced a sense of coolness and subdued, faintly colored 
light, for the windows were stained glass. 

Ivan was married twice and had three children by each marriage, six in 
all.” Tragically, his first wife was admitted to Valkenberg mental hospital 
in 1932, shortly after their third son, Michael, was born, and remained 
there for the next twenty years, virtually as a vegetable, till her death in 
1952. In the meantime Ivan had met Pam, his second wife, a member of 
the Theosophical Society. They lived together for seven years, before the 
first marriage was allowed to be dissolved under South African law. They 
were married in 1939. But Pam herself also became ill later on, though in 
her case it was not a mental illness. She spent a year in Westlake hospital 
with TB. 

These illnesses of his wives are probably fairly clearly shown in Ivan’s 
chart by the PB o ¥ straddling the XIIth cusp (the XIIth is itself the House 
of hospitals and it is the VIth House from the VIIth). P and ¥ are in II, the 
Sign of the conscious mind, which his first wife lost, and also of the lungs, 
which were affected in the case of the second wife.” 

Ivan himself was intensely interested in heraldry, genealogy and old 
family history, typical & interests. The family’s coats of arms were on 
the gateposts of the entrance to the cobbled courtyard before the house 
itself. But he was also a very choleric and patriarchal man. o is the only 
angular planet in his chart and though it is on the VIIth cusp it no doubt 


3 Jim too had six children of his own though he was married four times. In 
addition to his own children he brought up two children already born to his 
third wife and one to his fourth, i.e. nine in all. & is unquestionably the Sign 
of the parent. 

4 Jim too, with a fairly close 2 o P in the XIIth House, tragically lost both his 
first and third wives through illness. 
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describes Ivan himself too. All his sons eventually had to rebel in order 
to get out from under him. See too in this context the ) o % in Tl in the 
Vth. 

He died in 1976 after having been incapacitated for the previous two 
years by a stroke. Quite possibly the B o ¥ on cusp XII was implicated in 
this too since the ), ruling the Ascendant, is in quincunx to both planets 
and almost exactly so to the midpoint between them. The © in the VIIIth 
is also closely C ), though this probably indicates not merely his final ill- 
ness but also his troubles with his children (D in Vth). A clearer indica- 
tion of troubles at the end of life is the presence of @, the ruler of the [Vth 
House (the end of the matter) in the VIth House exactly ~ 4, the VIth 
House ruler. He was lucky these things only hit him when he was already 
at an advanced age. He was eighty when he died (the same age as Jim). 
Moreover his VIIIth House © is 4 P and ¥ and Pam looked after him de- 
votedly during his difficult years—difficult for her as well as for him—so 
he didn’t have to end his days in Valkenberg like his first wife. 

Last year (1996) was his centenary and memorial celebrations were 
held, appropriately enough, in July. 
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CHENG-YI HUANG 


ECENTLY I ventured into the newsgroup al/t.astrology on the 

internet and took on a challenge and got some favorable re- 

marks on behalf of astrology. The following is the correspon- 
lence as I saw it: 


From: mw <cimw@mail.utexas.edu> 

To: alt.astrology 

Date: Sat, 09 Nov 1996 11:46:41 

Organization: The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

T’ve been reading the slamming and spamming of the war for belief 
systems between the skeptics & the astrologers. I lean towards astrology 
but have never been able to make it fit with known events that occurred in 
my life. Perhaps it is my lack of experience/knowledge. 

Here’s a challenge: I will give you my natal birth information, and five 
dates. Three of them will be life-changing, gut-wrenching events that im- 
pacted me forever. Two of them will be bogus. You tell me which three 
and what events happened on those psyche-slamming days. 

To sweeten the pot — I will post to alt.astrology and announce who came 
closest. You may send your interpretations to my e-mail address or to 
alt.astrology. 

1956 Sept 22 8:10-8:20 pm EST Norristown, Pa Mike Wilson 

Dates in question: 

Wednesday, March 16, 1988 

Friday? April Ist, 1988 

Saturday, May 18th, 1996 

Thursday, August 27, 1996 

Thursday, November 8th, 1996 

Amateurs, here’s a chance to hone your skills. 

Experts: here’s a chance to show that you’re the hottest astrologer on 
the block. 

Skeptics — here’s your chance to show you have an open mind. 

— Mike Wilson 

cimw@mail.utexas.edu 
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The Challenger, Mike Wilson 
8:15 p.m. EDT, September 22, 1956 
Norristown, Pennsylvania: 40N10, 75W20 


Subject: Astrology test ; 

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 1996 09:01:22 -0800 

From: “c.y.Huang” <huangcy@ix.netcom.com> 

To: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

Hi Mike: I got your five dates and your birth data from Mr. Langeveld. 
However, because I use the method of solar and lunar returns to analyze 
your events, I need you to provide me with the locations (cities) where 
these events occurred, so that I could input the coordinates (longitudes and 
latitudes) of these events into the solar and lunar return charts. Look for- 
ward to receive your data. . 

C. Y. Huang. 


Subject: Astrology test 

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 1996 11:07:40 -0600 (CST) 

From: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

To: huangcy@ix.netcom.com 

Thank you for your reply, all of these events happened in Austin, Texas. 
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Subject: Astrology test 

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 1996 20:59:35 -0800 

From: “c.y. Huang” <huangcy@ix.netcom.com> 

To: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

Hi Mike: my analyses of the events based on lunar returns are as follows: 
1) March 16, 1988: Mars, Saturn, Uranus were in square with your natal 
Sun in the Lunar return chart. This was a very unpleasant moment for 
you obviously. 

2) May 18, 1996: Mars is dominant in the chart, which is most likely re- 
lated to injury, accident or even death of someone. You got a nasty jolt. 
3) August 27, 1996, both Mars and Saturn are in square with your Mer- 
cury, which may indicate a quarrel, bad news. 

Other events: April 1, 1988 and November 8, 1996 are bogus. 

Hope to receive your answer soon. 

C. Y. Huang. 


Subject: Astrology test 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 1996 10:59:25 -0600 (CST) 
From: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

To: huangcy@ix.netcom.com 

You are “very” good. 

What methods do you use, how do you figure the charts, what books 
or guidelines should I follow? I used different methods when trying to 
figure out my chart, but all I got was real mundane crap when checking 
these dates that made me even more skeptical. You have made me from a 
want-to-believe-but-kinds-skeptical to a I “do” believe. 

What is a Lunar return chart? 

You have made a believer out of me, but I need to know “how” accu- 
rate can a chart be? 

1) March 16 - September Ist? 7th? (First workday after Labor Day, 

1988) was “very” unpleasant for me. Can you tell me what it was that 
happened starting March 16th? 

2) May 18th (it could have been May 25th), I came home from work to 
find someone dead. Can you tell me who it was? 

3) August 27th of this year — the day I started my new job that I like very 
much. 

Also, I pulled a trick. April Ist *was* an important date for me. 
There were actually 4 dates that were important. It was a decision involv- 
ing the March 16th-September Ist. Are you able to tell me what it was? 

Also, would you like me to post in alt.astrology how close you are to 
the findings? You are the closest yet. 

— Mike Wilson 
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Figure 2: Tropical Lunar Return for 3/16/88 event 
3:41:02 GMT, February 22, 1988; Austin, Texas: 30N16, 97W41 


17°G 24 


15° @ 24 


Figure 3: Tropical Lunar Return for 4/1/88 event 
13:44:21 GMT, March 20, 1988, Austin, Texas: 30N16, 97W41 
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Subject: Astrology test 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 1996 19:31:25 -0800 

From: “c.y.Huang” <huangcy@ix.netcom.com> 

To: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

Hi Mike: I am trying to the best of my knowledge to stretch additional 
info which may be considered “guessing”. 

1) March 16-September 1, 1988. A very unpleasant period for you. Your 
natal charts shows a Saturn in the seventh house, so I guess that this event 
may be related to the adverse relationship with someone (litigation) or 
marriage problem. 

2) May 18, 1996. With Uranus and Venus in your fourth house, this may 
involve your parent, most likely mother. 

3) August 27, 1996. Start new job. This event is not usually astrologi- 
cally significant. The day you receive the job offer may be more signifi- 
cant. Mars and Saturn square your Mercury also indicate stressful time. 


Subject: Astrology test Winner of Astrology vs. Science Contest 
Date: Thu, 21 Nov 1996 08:18:28 -0600 (CST) 

From: cimw@mail.utexas.edu 

To: alt.astrology 

Mike Wilson previously enticed astrologers and skeptics with this: 

Some of you will remember that I challenged astrologers, novice and 
adept, with consideration to the skeptics to determine, using their best 
methods, which 3 of 5 dates below are milestones of mind-wracking 
events: 

(March 16th, 1988; April Ist, 1988; May 18th, 1996; August 27th, 1996; 
and November 8th, 1996) 

I gave my natal birth statistics: September 22, 1956; 8:10-8:20 p.m.; 
Norristown PA. Daylight Savings Time was in effect. I currently live in 
Austin, TX, where all the events occurred. 

Of the two people who responded, | was *very* close. 

Talso tricked the winner +++c.y.huang+++. 4 of the 5 dates were 
significant for me, but only 3 were psyche-twisting dates for me. 

Here’s is the winner’s e-mail response: 


” Hi Mike: I am trying to the best of my knowledge to stretch additional 
info which may be considered “guessing”. 

1) March 16-September 1, 1988. A very unpleasant period for you. Your 
natal charts shows a Saturn in the seventh house, so I guess that this event 
may be related to the adverse relationship with someone (litigation) or 
marriage problem.” 

True. It was a psyche-bending litigation problem, but did not have to do 
with marriage. 
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Figure 4: Tropical Lunar Return for 5/18/1996 event 
16:41:17 GMT, May 15, 1996, Austin, Texas: 30N16, 97W41 


Figure 5: Tropical Lunar Return for 8/27/1996 event 
10:43:24 GMT, August 5, 1996, Austin, Texas: 30N16, 97W41 
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“2) May 18, 1996. With Uranus and Venus in your fourth house, this 
may involve your parent, most likely mother.” 

Partly true. He/She said that it was a crisis, perhaps the death of some- 
one. I e-mailed them back, saying yes, it was the death of someone. I 
asked them if they could say *who* it was that I found dead when I ar- 
rived home from work that day. But it was not my parents, it was my 
beloved dog, Solstice. 


“ 3) August 27, 1996. Start new job. This event is not usually astrologi- 
cally significant. The day you receive the job offer may be more signifi- 
cant. Mars and Saturn square your Mercury also indicate stressful time.” 


My stance has changed from astrology novice with a strong skeptic 
streak, to a much stronger astrological novice. It doesn’t look like it is 
perfected, but who is perfect? I would settle for an excellent system such 
as those recommended by ***the winner c.y. Huang***: 

c.y. Huang further wrote me in an e-mail: 

“Most astrological books are useless as they emphasize too much on 
Signs. You may start with the books of my mentor, Alexander Marr, 
Prediction I and II, published by the American Federation of Astrologers, 
Tempe, Arizona, they cover lunar return charts. All books by Michel 
Gauquelin are also highly recommended.” 

For those of you who are lurking or skeptics, it is time for a second 
look. To those of you who are struggling astrologers, here is where your 
best bet is to knowledge. 

—Mike Wilson 


OMMENT 

The method I used in deciphering these events is based on Tropical 

Lunar Return (TLR) charts. The way to interpret these charts is a 
simple two-step process involving: 1) the relative elevation of planets in 
the charts, and 2) aspects between the lunar return planets and the natal 
planets and angles. The relevant charts are illustrated. 

Figure 1 is Mike Wilson’s natal chart. Note that he initially gave the 
wrong time zone (EST instead of EDT), I believe I would have scored 
much better had Mike not done this. 

Figure 2 is the TLR chart for the 3/16/88 event. It shows )K, and o 
in square to Mike’s natal ©. That is why I interpreted that he was then in 
a bad mood. 

Figure 3 is the TLR chart for the 4/1/88 event. MA and NP are ele- 
vated. As Mike later indicated in his 11/20/96 e-mail, it is this event that 
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caused him to become involved in a litigation. Mike was probably furious 
at this time and may have quarreled with someone. 

Figure 4 is the TLR for the 5/18/96 event. The ) and o are elevated 
in the chart, which caused me to relate the event to injury or death. 

Figure 5 is the TLR for the 8/27/96 event. * and o are square natal 9, 
which can be interpreted as a stressful period. It fits well with the begin- 
ning of a new job. 


COMPETITION 


A Friendly Challenge to Fellow Astrologers: 

Here is another case I got from the internet. 

Female, born June Ist, 1966 at 2:11 a.m. CDT (+5) in Kansas City, 
Missouri: 36N06, 94W35. 

The following five dates are all important to her: 


Event # Date Native ’s location 
1. April 12, 1989 36N06 94W35 
ou ® October 20, 1990 47™N44 123W44 
3: February 9, 1995 4TN44  123W44 
4. December 4, 1995 47™N44  123W44 
3. January 1, 1996 47N44 123W44 


Event 5 occurred at 36N06, 94W35, but the native herself was then 
residing at 47N44, 123W44. 
What actually happened on each of these dates? Send your answers to 
Considerations, P.O. Box 491, Mount Kisco, NY 10549. 
Tf you have access to E-mail, send your entries to 
considerations@juno.com 
with c.c. to 
huangcy@ix.netcom.com 
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Valerie Vaughan responds to Prier 
Wintle’s review of her book Perse- 
phone is Transpluto 

I would like to thank you for pub- 
lishing the only truly critical review I 
have yet received of my book Perse- 
Phone is Transpluto (in Considera- 
tion, XI:4, Nov. ‘96-Jan ‘97). I 
greatly appreciate the serious thought 
that Prier Wintle put into his analysis, 
but I believe that, in his disagreement 
with my thesis, he made some state- 
ments which mis-represent my ideas. 


“Pon my word, Watson, you 
are coming along wonder- 
fully... It is true that you have 
missed everything of impor- 
tance, but you have hit upon 
the method.” 
— Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
A Case of Identity. 


Wintle has certainly missed the 
point on several occasions, and this is 
apparent from his having quoted out 
of context. My intention in the 
statements he quotes was to question 
the astrological definition of women 
as being limited to Venusian or Lunar 
clichés which “keep women in their 
place.” For example, it is not ma- 
ternity per se that I am “writing off,” 
the purpose is to call attention to the 
distortion in America’s nostalgic ob- 
session with Cancerian themes 
(mother-hood and apple pie). Wintle 
writes that “no mere male writer 
could get away with phrases like 
these.” As a matter of fact, these 
phrases, such as “daughter of a 
prick,” were simply variations on 
statements made by a male astrologer 
whom I mention in the book’s ac- 


knowledgments as an important con- 
tributor. 

The entire book was aimed at 
raising consciousness, which requires 
poking holes in consensus reality— 
inevitably this will offend those who 
are most attached to their idealized, 
unconscious assumptions. Mr. Win- 
tle has certainly worked himself into 
a huff over how I have “grossly ma- 
ligned and misrepresented Venus.” 
The manner in which he idealizes 9, 
love, and the “true nature of women” 
reminds me of the arguments made 
against women’s rights by 19th- 
century patriarchs and their 20th- 
century counterparts (Repub-lican 
fundamentalists) — how feminism 
would destroy the perfect devoted 
mother, homelife, etc. 

Excuse me while I burst this mi- 
sogynous balloon, but devotion and 
self-sacrifice are not specifically Ve- 
nusian traits. Perhaps a combination 
of 9-¥, but not 2 by herself. Mr. 
Wintle insists on stating as a fact that 
Q rules diplomacy, peace, balance, 
and marriage, and that I have denied 
this simply because I have some ob- 
stinate hatred of @. As I demon- 
strated repeatedly in the book, the 
ancient myths show very clearly that 
@ was never associated with these 
Libran themes. I didn’t just arbitrar- 
ily decide to be a feminist extremist 
and then make up my own ideas with 
an imaginary planet attached. At 
every point I attempted to be true to 
the mythological record and to sub- 
stantiate concepts with scientific and 
historical fact. While Wintle praised 
the depth of my research, he failed to 
mention how much of the book delves 
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into the ancient mythological and 
modern basis of my ideas. 

@ is by all accounts representa- 
tive of biological-chemical-hormonal 
behavior, as exemplified by infatua- 
tion or courtship. In aspect combina- 
tion, she may indicate platonic love 
(2-¥), friendship (9-40), parental love 
(2-4), passionate love (-P), etc. 
But she is not by herself the end-all 
and be-all representation of love. She 
certainly wasn’t to the ancient 
Mesoamericans and Mesopotamians 
who feared her wrath. 

I’m not quite sure where 
Wintle’s long tirade about 
money is coming from. His 
points are well taken, but it’s 
the right answer to the wrong 
question. Money has been 
around since ancient times, so I don’t 
see how it can be considered a distin- 
guishing characteristic of the modern 
age. Whereas, if anything has 
changed drastically over the past 
4,000 years, it is women’s rights 
during this century. Awareness of 
women’s equality is one of the key 
signatures of the modern age, and this 
is not limited to the West, as any 
United Nations official will inform 
you. 

Contrary to Mr. Wintle’s analysis, 
my “thesis” was not the feminist 
movement, but the balance of mascu- 
line/feminine—"some of each”— -: 
the potential of men connecting with 
their inner anima, and women with 
their animus. Wintle claims I make 
no deep revealing insight into 
women. Funny, that is the exact op- 
posite of what has been said by all the 
women who told me they read this 
book. But more about this girl-boy 
stuff later on... First I must address a 
few specific items of critique. 

I appreciated Wintle’s correction 
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of the Kritzinger name/date. My 
sources gave me conflicting informa- 
tion about this—not surprising, what 
with the inconsistencies and generally 
poor organization of astrological lit- 
erature. Factual corrections are al- 
ways welcome. Regarding the source 
of the ephemeris; I stated both in the 
acknowledgments and at the begin- 
ning of the ephemeris itself that it 
was generated by Solar Fire software 
from Astrolabe. As one nerd in- 
formed me, most of the current com- 


puter programs that include Trans- 
pluto use variations on the same for- 
mulae. If anyone wishes to know 
more about the exact formulae used in 
preparing the ephemeris, they can 
contact Astrolabe. 

As to the “lack” of individual 
charts, I had many long discussions 
with my publisher about this issue. 
He felt that the book needed lots of 
interpreted charts in order to be ap- 
pealing and to conform to the current 
format of popular astrological articles 
and lectures. My argument was that 
anybody can show charts to illustrate 
a point, but that I wanted to give 
more space to demonstrating the rea- 
soning behind the theory, Rather 
than focusing on the minute re- 
examination of the birthcharts of (ho- 
hum, here we go again) Hitler, Ma- 
donna, or similar famous persons, I 
offered a more right-brained approach 
of giving the larger picture. This 
included discussions of the wider 
application of broad themes to long- 
term cycles, generational differences, 
weather and disaster charts or migra- 


tion patterns. And just to’ set the rec- 
ord straight, I wrote dozens of pages 
on the interpretation of Persephone in 
charts for planetary discovery, the 
Stock Market, UFO and nuclear 
events, earthquakes, plus a whole 
chapter on examples from individual 
charts and a long interpretation of the 
chart of a town that had a history of 
migration. 

At least I stuck with the technique 
of chart-reading, whereas Wintle, in 
an attempt to fabricate a discrepancy 
in my arguments (or was it a flaw in 
my pheromones?), performed a “face- 
reading” interpretation of my photo. 
Since Mr. Wintle chooses to indulge 
in personal remarks about my capa- 
bility for understanding love or being 
feminine, I assume he is open to get- 
ting as good as he gives. I shall 
therefore offer my own interpretation 
of his personality, via a new tech- 
nique called “review-reading.” When 
Wintle stated that he asked an as- 
trologer to guess his looks from the 
clue of Transpluto on the Ascendant, 
I had to wonder what’s the point of 
this little parlor game. Doesn’t he 
know what he looks like? Does he 
need an astrologer to tell him? My 
answer is “Look in the Mirror’—and 
this is not a flippant remark, but one 
easily understood by anyone who has 
read my book and actually gotten its 
message. 

The man who claims he has two 
failed marriages and who has ex- 
pected my book to tell him why, obvi- 
ously didn’t get the message, either 
from his wives or the book. He ex- 
presses confusion over the “contra- 
diction” that an intelligent woman 
can write about feminism and yet 
smile warmly. He implies that I have 
an abnormal life because I do serious 
tesearch. This is the 90s, isn’t it? Do 
I still need to state the obvious—that 
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no male author would be treated this 
way? Bruce Scofield, for example, 
has published several articles and 
books concerning~ the ancient 
Mesoamerican view of Venus as 
highly dangerous, and no one bats an 
eye. But when a woman (like me) 
writes about similar themes, then 
suddenly the reviewer is “dis- 
appointed” because I _ provide 
“nothing about feelings” and make 
“no mention of the enormous com- 
pelling power of love—a most ex- 
traordinary omission.” This supposed 
omission is simply a reflection of the 
reviewer’s unmet expectations, an- 
other hole I blasted in consensus re- 
ality. 

Look in the mirror, guys. (You 
women, too.) Re-examine your as- 
sumptions and associations. If 
women can do what is necessary to 
think like a man so as to function in 
the male-dominated career world, 
then men must be just as potentially 
capable of making the stretch to do 
some internal exploration on them- 
selves, so they can better function in 
the supposedly “women-dominated” 
world of feelings. Like many men, 
Wintle is not opposed to feminism as 
long as he doesn’t have to do any- 
thing about it, and as long as the 
women continue to do the feeling 
(including writing about it in their 
books). He even expects me to figure 
out his marriage problems for him. 
(Maybe I should market my book to 
such men by enclosing free slippers 
and ready-made coffee?) 

I say, figure it out yourself, guys. 
Women have somehow figured out 
how to operate like men in their 
world, and without any special in- 
structions from men except “do it like 
we do.” I can’t tell anybody how to 
do it—that’s for you to find out. All I 
tried to give in my book was the con- 


91 


Let’s Consider 


cept—the AC/DC, “some of each” 
message of the air sign and its 
ruler Persephone/Transpluto. Instead 
of continuing to project rational 
thought upon men, women can learn 
to think objectively. As I wrote in my 
book, this is theory. It is possible. 
And it takes deliberate energy and 
conscious effort to make such internal 
alterations. Nobody, male or female, 
can expect revelation and __ total 
change to occur simply because they 
have read a book, or were spoon-fed 
chart interpretations. You have to 
take the ideas and work them, Above 
all, use them for self-understanding. 
—Amherst, Massachusetts 


Prier Wintle briefly responds: 

Let readers read Valerie Vaughan’s 
book and then see if they agree with 
me or her. 

I do indeed know what I look like 
(sadly). I had wondered if a Perse- 
phone astrologer could guess it cor- 
rectly. Mr. Ely failed to do so. Ms. 
Vaughan gave us a photograph of 
herself. I said it looked warm and 
feminine. This she took as an insult. 
T apologize. 

—Cape Town, South Africa 


Marilynn Lawrence writes: 

Angela Arnold points out in one 
of her introductory statements in 
“Reinterpreting the Zodiac” (Vol. XI, 
No. 4) that we are accustomed to 
thinking of planets as. ‘ruling’ over a 
Sign or Signs. She then states that it 
seems strange that a physical object 
could rule over an abstract reality, the 
Signs of the Zodiac. The planets are 
rather “servants or agents of it, not 
the ‘rulers’.” I wonder if the author is 
familiar with discussions based on the 
Project Hindsight material about the 
nature of Signs or Zoidia. In Sep- 
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tember, I attended a weekend-long 
lecture by a founder, translator and 
principle speaker of Hindsight, Rob- 
ert Schmidt. The weekend was dedi- 
cated purely to the question “What is 
a Sign?” Or rather, how did the 
founders of the Western Astrology we 
practice today experience and theo- 
rize a Sign? One important finding 
from the Greek translations is that 
planets do not rule Signs, but they are 
stewards of a particular domicile— 
the Signs and Houses were virtually 
the same for the Greeks used whole- 
sign Houses. 

I agree with the author that it is 
time to explore the essentials more 
deeply. For instance, we need to 
more clearly discern the difference 
between, say, ) in % and ) in aspect 
to. Ihave always found the Signs 
to be mysterious, and most difficult to 
describe compared to other facets of 
astrology. In light of Hindsight, the 
Greek word for Sign, Zoidion, did not 
mean to signal or point to something 
else (as we normally use the word 
Sign) but meant “a living thing” as 
well as “an image of a living thing.” 
Astrology was passed on to the 
Greeks by Hellenized Egyptians who 
were trained in Greek philosophy, 
Platonic and Aristotelian especially. 
The language of astrology was intri- 
cately woven with Greek philosophi- 
cal concepts such as “the Same and 
the Dyad” and “Formal vs. Material 
causes.” 

The Signs might be characterized 
as actualized Beings, alive and com- 
plete in themselves. It is conceivable 
that the stars were used to give image 
to a Being that exists in a particular 
location in the sky so that we might 
know its existence. The image of 
another living being, such as ram or 
goat, was used to describe the Being 


in the Zodiac through a similarity 
between the Being and something 
which might be encountered in the 
world. The planets are in motion— 
unlike the Signs, they are potentials 
in a state of striving, not quite ful- 
filled. The planets also move out of 
love or Eros for the twelve Signs, 
while the Signs have a reciprocal love 
by adopting the planets, making them 
familiar or creating kinship 
(oikeiosis). Looking at Greek mythol- 
ogy, we can see that the gods were 
alive with character and personality 
and intermingled with the mortals. 
Theoretically, it seems appropriate to 
look for the psychological character 
of the Zoidia by use of any approach 
such as Jung’s typology. But my 
point is that we need to get away from 
indiscriminately carving the character 
of the Signs after the model of the 
planets. 

Another thing I found interesting 
from Arnold’s article was her de- 
scription of Q as introverted and Tl as 
extroverted. I haven’t read her book 
yet so I don’t know if she defines the 
rest of the positive/masculine Signs as 
introverts and the negative/feminine 
Signs as extroverts. Though this 
definition makes sense when we 
imagine that what we see of {2’s out- 
ward behavior may be a compensa- 
tory reaction of some sort to its natu- 
ral introversion, it curiously opposes 
the schema that has been assumed by 
personality and social psychologists 
who have attempted studies on astrol- 
ogy. 

For instance, in a study published 
in the Journal of Social Psychology, 
Vol. 105, 1978, the authors (J. Mayo, 
O. White and H. J. Eysenck) write in 
the first sentence, “This study reports 
a test of an astrological prediction 
according to which extroversion is 
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related to being born under the odd 
numbered zodiacal signs, and intro- 
version to being born under the even 
numbered zodiacal signs.” The 
authors use the Eysenck Personality 
Inventory to measure scores of intro- 
version and extroversion, and the 
results of the study appear to be 
agreement with their initial hypothe- 
sis. Of course, Mayo, et al. Offer the 
explanation that the positive results 
may be due to the subjects’ prior 
knowledge of Sun Sign qualities, 
which influenced their __self- 
perception. This was not a random 
population for the subjects were re- 
spondents to an advertisement for 
astrological predictions. Nowhere do 
they state from what source they de- 
rived this “astrological prediction,” 
such as a particular astrology text. 

T have found this generalization of 
astrological dogma to be the case in 
most psychological studies of astrol- 
ogy. Arnold’s description of Q as 
introverted (which, I think, Jung 
would have agreed with since he was 
a Q who tended to value the self- 
reflectiveness of the introvert) is a 
case in point that astrologers are sel- 
dom in agreement upon astrological 
doctrine, thereby making efforts on 
the part of psychologists and others to 
test or in most cases debunk astrology 
meaningless because they are work- 
ing with definitions of astrology 
which are alien to practitioners, es- 
pecially their equation, ‘astrology = 
prediction.’ 

—Monroeville, Pennsylvania 


Angela Arnold’s response: 

I was not familiar with the Project 
Hindsight material Marilynn Law- 
rence mentions in her letter, but am 
of course delighted to find my 
‘heresy’ somewhat validated. 
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Let’s Consider 


One thing I'd like to respond to: I 
do not describe any Sign—much less 
any person—as ‘an introvert’ (or ex- 
trovert) and leave it at that. As re- 
gards persons, this kind of classifica- 
tion has got to be far too simplistic. 
Where, outside the pages of poor fic- 
tion, do we ever meet with anybody as 
flat and monochrome as that? 

As regards Signs, that is to say 
underlying Principles of behavior, I 
describe each as having an essential 
inward or outward-turnedness (dep- 
ending on whether they are in them- 
selves ‘seekers’ or ‘be-ers’) and in 
addition to that a dynamic inward or 
outward turnedness, meaning the 
direction of the active consciousness. 
Thus 2, an inward be-er who is eter- 
nally actively outward-turned (in 
search of his inner self, reflected) 
would have to be termed an extrovert- 
ing introvert. A contradiction in 
terms that for me conjures up a very 
lively image of the ‘creative stress’ 
inherent in the Q Principle. 

I don’t suppose weird-sounding 
terms like ‘extroverting-introvert’ 
will catch on. Rather I would sug- 
gest— and I suppose this is another 
horrible heresy—that we abandon the 
use of such simplistic terms as intro- 
vert and extrovert altogether as being 
descriptive of complex human beings, 
each of whom has of course many 
ways of relating to their inner self or 
the world around them. I think we 
can do better that that: give up bandy- 
ing about easy words that mean either 
nothing or whatever the user wants 
them to, and search instead for the 
meaningful images that help explain 
us to ourselves. 

—Montrose, Scotland 


Camille Ebmeier writes: 
The article on Tertiary Progressions 
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(Considerations XI No. 4, p. 5) refer- 
ences the J.D. #’s to the American 
Ephemeris for the 20th Century. 

According to the definition of the 
Julian Day in that book: “The Julian 
Day is the count of the number of 
days elapsed since December 31, 
1899 at Greenwich noon.” “Yet the 
authors in Considerations reckon 
from zero hours, not from noon. 

There have been only about three 
applications of JD #’s in various is- 
sues of Considerations—I have lo- 
cated two including the latest issue— 
and each refers to the American 
Ephemeris as source and each meas- 
ures from a published value, but uses 
the zero hours reckoning. 

Is the American Ephemeris inac- 
curate in the definition? If so, then 
the tabulation therein is inaccurate. 

—Charleston, South Carolina 


You raise an interesting point, 
Camille. As they are strictly defined, 
Julian dates represent the number of 
days and fractions of days since 
Greenwich mean noon on January I, 
4713 B.C. When the system was first 
introduced the astronomical day be- 
gan at noon rather than at midnight, 
as it does now. The American 
Ephemeris gives a pseudo-JD value 
that starts at noon on the first day of 
the 20th century. When Julian Day 
numbers are used simply to find the 
number of days between dates there 
should be no difficulty using them. 

The problem, if there is one, 
comes when fractions of a day are 
involved. This is simply resolved by 
stating whether the JDs will be used 
commencing at the start of the day, 
zero hours, or at noon, 0.5 days. As 
my personal preference is to work 
with the 24-hour clock in UT and 
avoid the possibility of miswriting 
a.m. for p.m., I always adapt JD val- 


ues to begin at zero hours. In his ar- 
ticle, Dr. Nicholls did the same and 
clearly stated his definition. 

—Ken Gillman 


Nick Sutherland writes: 

This is in response to Margaret Mil- 
lard’s letter in Vol. XI No. 4 about 
the accuracy of K. N. Rao’s rules for 
childbirth. Since I have worked on 
about fifty cases of childbirth without 
finding any exceptions to his rules, I 
was surprised to find that Margaret 
had found an exception. 

Upon closer examination, how- 
ever, I discovered that her example 
does conform to the rules when the 
proper ayanamsa is used. In all of his 
books, Mr. Rao emphasizes that only 
the Lahiri ayanamsa will give correct 
Tesults. 

When the correct ayanamsa of 
22:41:25 is applied to the dad’s birth 
(May 29, 1916 at 6:34 p.m. EST; 
40N45, 73W54), we get the following 
birth positions: 


19:23:44 

3:48:40 
22:18:37 
29:12:33 
19:51:40 
11:45:34 
16:54:51 
13:46:29 
13:46:29 
29:23:20 


FEdDtrAwiaywO 
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Notice that the correct ASC is 
29°23’Q rather than TI as stated by 
Margaret. 

Unfortunately, Margaret didn’t 
give an exact day of birth for the 
daughter so I can’t confirm the ) 
position, and no data was given for 
the mother. 

Based on an arbitrary date of De- 
cember 15, 1949, the daughter’s \ is 


Considerations XII: 1 


at 9°49’. Her 4-7 aspect contacts 
her dad’s 9L (9th Lord), which is o. 
Since her » at 26°06’ Q went retro- 
grade during the nine months prior to 
birth, it can be read in the preceding 
house with corresponding aspects. » 
& in the preceding house contacts 
dad’s 9L o*, and the 4 8-10 aspect 
contacts dad’s 9H (9th house). Her o 
is at 2°25’T. The o-4 aspect contacts 
dad’s 5L, the o’-7 aspect contacts 
dad’s 5L, and the o*-8 aspect contacts 
dad’s 9H. Thus, 4, » and o all con- 
form to K. N. Rao’s stated rules. 
—San Antonio, Texas 


John Norris writes: 

In his fascinating and well- 
researched description of how the 
Greeks first derived their astrological 
knowledge from “their counterparts 
in Babylon and Egypt” (Volume 
XI:4), the editor provides the original 
Greek names for the planets 
(Phainon, Phaethon, etc.) but, with 
the exception of Stilbon, fails to give 
English translations of the “ex- 
pressive terms which mostly related 
to their brightness.” Can this be 
done? —London, England 


George Sarton in his History of Sci- 
ence, Volume 2. Hellenistic Science 
& Culture in the Last Three Centuries 
B.C., 1959, says: “It was only about 
the end of the Hellenistic age that 
attempts were made to give Greek 
names to the planets and their use 
was poetic, pedantic, or esoteric, 
never popular: Mercury, Stilbdn 
(scintillating), Venus, Phdasphoros, 
Lucifer (light carrier), Mars, Pyroeis 
(fiery); Jupiter, Phaethon (radiant), 
Saturn, Phainon (luminous) ...the Sun 
Apollon Phoibos, Latin Phoebus, (is) 
the radiant one.” 

—Ken Gillman 
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Who ? 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years experience, 
whose writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. 
Prier has worked in England, New Zealand and South Africa He now 
lives in Cape Town. 


John Willner, the author of The Rising Sign Problem, is a retired 
scientist who lives in California and now heads Peacock Crest Soft- 
ware, developer of the INCARN programs. 


T. Stan Riddle is a professional consulting astrologer, a well-known 
lecturer, author of several books on astrology and metaphysics, and 
the publisher of a local newsletter. Stan lives in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Jack Nicholls is a retired government scientist who nowadays devotes 
much of his spare time to identifying what works in astrology. Jack 
lives in Melbourne. 


Grazia Mirti lives in Turin, Italy. She is highly respected throughout 
the international astrology world as the long-time editor of Linguag- 
gio Astrale, the 200+ page quarterly journal of the Centro Italiano di 
Astrologia, CIDA, and of the monthly journal Sestile. 


Margaret Millard M.D. has now retired from her medical practice in 
Maine and relocated to Gloucestershire in England. Her books in- 
clude Case Notes of a Medical Astrologer and The Genetics of As- 
trology. Margaret’s latest book, The Moon and Childbirth, is pres- 
ently being readied for publication at her publishers. 


Walt Masters was a computer programmer and a professional con- 
sulting astrologer. He has now retired from both careers, and lives in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 


Cheng-yi Huang lives in Long Beach, California. He is a licensed 
geologist employed by the State of California, who devotes his leisure 
time to the pursuit of astrology. His book, Astrology and the Per- 
sonal Computer (in Chinese), was published in Taiwan. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 
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